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The following Sermon, by the late 
Rev. Samuel Low, has been po- 
litely forwarded to us by the 
Rev. A. W. Ducachet, the pre- 
sent pastor of the flock over 
which Mr. Low was formerly 
placed; and finding the style of 
composition so worthy of the 
author, and the evangelical sen- 
timents so happily expressed 
and enforced, it gives us plea- 
sure to lay it before our readers. 

{ Ld, 


Isaran, xv. 3. 


The voice of him that crieth in the | 


wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord: make straight in the desert, a high 
way for our God, 

It is without controversy that, 
for a long season before the birth 
of Jesus of Nazareth, an earnest 


| and distinctness for many ages, be- 
_come gradually moreand more de- 
finitive and earnest, until, in the 
| time of Augustus Cesar, a belief 
| that the illustrious prince, the Mes- 
siah, was about to rise up among 
\them was common to the Jewish 
| people. So popular, so universal 
_was the expectation among them, 
1 that it was familiar in parts of the 
‘Roman empire, where the Jews 
_were unknown but as an insignifi- 
cant and singularly perverse and 
' barbarous nation. 

| It is without controversy, that, 
during all this period, the Jews 
' were a peculiar people, distin- 
guished from all others by their 
religious doctrines, their ritual, 
and ceremonial institutions, and 
the whole polity of their state. It 





expectation was entertained among | 
the people of Judea, of the appear- | 
ance of a great prince, to be born: 
of the house of David, who should ; 
deliver them from the calamities | 
and oppressions under which they 
had long laboured, subdue to his 
sceptre surrounding nations, and 
establish an universal and perma- 
nent kingdom. This expectation, 
which had been cherished among 
them, with more or less strength, 
Ver, VIII ...No. 6.31 





is not enough to say that the points 
of difference which separated them 
from other nations were singularly 
strong. Among these, however 
numerous and. striking were the 
marks of difference, there existed 
|principles of obvious assimila- 


; tion. In all these, amid all the 


features which the ordinary cau- 
'ses of barbarism and civilization 
wrought, a family likeness might 
be distinctly recognised. But to 
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no causes of this character, might 
the distinctive national features of 
the Jewish people be referred.— 
They were emphatically a peculiar 
people; whose laws, and customs, 
and national character, had no 
common principle with those of 
other nations. They were so un- 
like the rest of men, that a judi. 
cious observer could not hesitate, 
even upon the principles of natural 
religion, to refer their peculiari- 
ties to some extraordinary dispen- 
sation of the moral government of 
God. 

t is without controversy, that, 
during all this period, the Jews 
were in possession of certain wri- 
tings, which by them were regard- 
ed as sacred, as of divine inspira- 
tion; which were carefully preserv- 
ed in sacred depositaries; and a- 
mong which were contained cer- 
tain passages, esteemed by all a- 
mong them as prophetic of future 
events, and which were the basis 
upon which rested the expectation 
of which we have spoken, of the 
coming of the Messiah. 

It is without controversy, that 
writings in which were these pro- 
fessedly prophetic passages, have 
been preserved among the Jewish 
people to the present day, and 
that through the facilities which 
the art of printing has afforded, 
copies of these writings have been 
very largely multiplied, and distri- 
buted throughout a large part of 
the habitable world. An attentive 
inspection of these prophetical 
writings will abundantly convince 
an unprejudiced inquirer, that ma- 
ny features in the character of this 
extraordinary personage to whom 
they referred, were irreconcileable 
with the notions of secular power 
and splendour which the prejudi- 
ces of the Jews attached to him. 
Not to insist on many passages 
which contain strong expressions 
of his poverty, humiliation and 
suffering—with the contempt and 





SERMON ON ISAIAH XL. 3, 















JAN. 








rejection with which his preten- 
sions should be regarded—there 
are passages which concern his do- 
minion over the Gentiles, and the 
perpetuity of his kingdom, which 
cannot be tortured into reconcilia- 
tion with any notions of civil insti- 
tutions and political authority-— 
To unite and harmonize inté one 
body the mass of passages prophe- 
tic of the Messiah, which are scat- 
tered through the volume of the 
Old Testament, our views must be 
elevated and fixed upon a moral 
dominion; a kingdom established 
in the hearts of men; exercised in 
delivering its subjects from the 
thraldom of their moral corruption, 
and extended beyond the boundries 
of time and sense to the farthest 
limit of spiritual existence. 

It results from those principles 
of moral agency in which all men, 
with a few strange exceptions, have 
been always agreed, that in order 
to right knowledge of God, and of 


‘the religious duties which belong 


to the relations sustained to him 
by his intelligent creatures, a di- 
vine revelation is necessary. In- 
animate mattcr is wrought upon by 
physical impressions, of which it 
is but the passive recipient; brute 
animals are moved according to 
their instinctive impulses: but phy- 
sical impressions and instinctive 
impulses are not the objects of in- 
telligent agency. Through what 
natural medium could such a crea- 
ture aS man acquire a knowledge 
of God, and of his moral govern- 
ment? The eternal power and 
godhead of the Deity are indeed 
brightly displayed in the natural 
workmanship of his hands. But 
what notions can these convey to 
us of his inflexible justice, of the 
essential holiness, of the pure spi- 
rituality of God? What instruc- 


tion can these things afford of the 
light in which the world of spirits 
exhibits sin, as a violation of the 
law of moral order? What notices 




















. 





can we derive from these, of the 
means whereby an offending crea- 
ture can propitiate the favour of | 
his offended Creator? What prin- 
ciple of analogy connects the ma- 
terial world with the world of} 
spirits; and what means does mat- 
ter possess of pointing out this 
analogy, and for instructing us in 
the necessary preparation for eter- 
nal existence? Nay, what know- 
ledge do we derive from. this 
source, of immortality, of account- | 
ability, of heaven and hell? We 
are apt grossly to deceive ourselves 
in this matter, and to give credit 
to what we call the light of nature 
for notices of religious truth, | 
which are wholly aitributable to_ 
traditional records, not utterly ob- | 
literated, of original revelations. 

That the world by wisdom never 
knew God, and that there is in 
man in all states of society, a strong 
tendency to corrupt and destroy 
his notices of religious truth, the 
history of man in all ages gives 
explicit and uniform testimony: | 
And that without an explicit reve- | 
lation of the ultimate tendencies of 
transgression and obedience, and | 
without a plain delineation of the: 
path of transgression, and of the 
path of righteousness, man is dis- | 
posed to confound moral distinc- | 
tions, to cali evil good, and good. 
evil, and to commit all manner of) 
sin with greediness, none who have | 
ever been intelligently conversant. 
with the science of humanity have. 
ever denied. That the Moral | 
Governor of the universe therefore | 
should vouchsafe to such a moral | 
agent as man, a direct and explicit 
revelation of his will, is an expec- 
tation conformed to the most en- 
lightened suggestions of right rea- 
son. 

That in the plan adopted in the 
counsels of infinite wisdom, for the 
restoration of man to that confor- 
mity to the divine image which he 

















had lost by his apostacy, features 
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of a gradual progression should be 
exhibited—that in the progress. of 
this economy, when all men had 
corrupted their ways, and the pri- 
mitive revelations had been de- 
formed into monstrous idolatries, 
it should please the Almighty to 
select a nation forming an incon- 
siderable part of the whole popu- 
lation of the whole earth as reposi- 
tories of divine truth—that in that 
nation he should be pleased to pre- 
serve the knowledge of the one 
true God, and that to them he 
should make revelations of those 
purposes of his grace, which in the 
fulness of the time should be mani- 
fest to all nations;—may furnish 
matter to cavil, to the perversity 
of human ignorance; but affords to 
the most enlightened reason no 
ground to resist the truth of divine 
testimonies. That such an ad- 
ministration of the covenant of 
his grace does not best subserve 
the purposes of his declarative 
glory, and of the final salvation of 
his people, it is monstrous stupidi- 
ty and arrogance for a worm of the 
dust, who in his best estate sees 
through a glass darkly, to assert. 
We have no knowledge of God’s 
moral government over his moral 
agents, in any other portion of his 
universe, by which on a principle 
of strict analogy, to authenticate 
the evidences of his moral admin- 
istration to man. We know no- 
thing of moral agency, of sin, or of 
the means of propitiating the divine 
favour, but only as these subjects 
concern the human family; nor of 
these is it possible we can know 
any thing adequately, but only as 
the Almighty is pleased to vouch- 
safe to us explicit instruction. 

To convince a world lying in 
darkness and wickedness, of sin, 
of righteousness and of judgment 
to come, was surely an object wor- 
thy of the wisdom and goodness of 
Jehovah. To send a message to 
the guilty sons and daughters of 
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Adam, authenticated by such ma- | 
as were suited to their blindness 
and depravity, a message declaring | 
law, denouncing the terrors of his | 
righteous retribution against the | 
the means which his grace had pro- | 
vided for the salvation of the peni- | 
work worthy of him in whom we | 
live and move and Kave our being. | 
But not only to such a light, to | 
lighten the Gentiles, did the proph- | 
forward;—they spoke openly of a. 
subject of more transcendant inter- | 
They | 
spoke of one who should not only | 
bring life and immortality to light, | 
head; in whom all the nations of | 
the earth should be blessed; upon | 
quities of us all; who should be | 
wounded for the iniquities of us all, | 
who should be wounded for our, 
sins, who should be bruised for our | 
iniquities; upon him should be the | 
chastisement of our peace by whose 
one whose soul should be offered for 
sin; of one, even the Lord God— 
shepherd; even the messenger of 
the covenant, even the Lord our 
time of his advent was explicitly | 
foretold —To the doctrine of vica- 
imputed righteousness, as it is in- | 
culcated in these passages, the 
ish Church bore witness; the 
bloody sacrifice of the Levitical 
of God, who should take away the | 
sin of the world; and the main- | 
the preservation of the distinctive | 
character of the Jewish people, a- 


jestic and commanding testimonies | 
the eternal obligation of his moral | 
wofkers of iniquity, and revealing | 
tent and obedient, was surely a. 
ecies of the Old Testament look 
est and of brighter glory. 
but who should bruise the serpent’s 
whom the Lord should lay the ini- 
stripes we should be healed;—of | 
who should feed his flock like a 
righteousness: and the precious 
rious satisfaction for sin, and of 
whole ritual economy of the Jew- 
law directly pointing to the Lamb 
tenance of the Jewish polity, and. 
mid all its exposure to the causes 
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which in all other nations have 
wrought changes of polity, and 
amalgamated national character 
with that of surrounding nations, 
setting the seal of the veracity of 
God on the sure appearance of that 
sun of righteousness, which in the 
fulness of time should arise ona 
benighted world. 

In that passage of the sacred 
scripture which affords the subject 
of our present meditation, the 
Spirit of God, by the mouth of his 
prophet, directs the attention of his 
people to several important parti- 
culars connected with the advent 
of the Messiah: First, the messen- 
ger who should prepare his way 
before him; “the voice of him that 
crieth”’; Secondly, the scene of his 
ministry, “the wilderness”: Third- 
ly, the business of his message; 
‘‘orepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a high 
way for our God.” 

First, the messenger who should 
prepare his way before him. The 
Jews had been instructed by the 
volume of prophecy to look for 
the appearance of a prophet who 
should give notice of the near ap- 
proach of the Messiah: “Behold I 
will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me.”’ 
And again: “Behold I wiil send you 
Elijah the prophet, before the com- 
ing of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord;’’ and the more ancient 
prophecy from which the words of 
the text are taken, warrants the 
same expectation. And this was 
fulfilled in the person and ministry 
of John the Baptist, who according 
to the prediction of the angel that 
appeared to his father Zacharias, 
“went before the Lord in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.” 
The singular holiness, austerity, 
and mortification of his life, con- 
formed to the model of Elijah; the 
correspondence.of his ministry to 
the angelic prediction, and of its 
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date to the near approach of the 
predicted time when the desire of 
all nations should appear; plainly 
pointed him out to the Jews, as 
that prophet who should prepare 
the way of the Lord. And the 


grace of God was manifested in | 


this dispensation, which provided 


a sure and explicit testimony to | 
the person of the Messiah, and | 
gave infallible confirmation to the | 
certainty of the actual advent of | 


Him in whom all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. 


Secondly, the scene of the minis- | 
try of John the Baptist: It was that | 


part of Judea, which, in regard to 
the more populous and cultivated 
places, was called the wilderness. It 
is to this part of Judea that the Sep- 
tuagint version refers that beauti- 
ful passage in Isaiah, where it is 
prophesied that the “desert shall 
rejoice.”” And this material wil- 
derness was typical of that moral 
desert in which God now began to 
plant the cedar and the myrtle, and 
to make the dry lands springs of 
water, and the wilderness a fruit- 
ful field. To this place people 
from all parts of Judea, attracted 
by the rising of a prophet in Israel, 
and by the sign which it afforded 
of the near approach of the Mes- 
siah, flocked to the preaching of 
the Baptist; and here the Spirit of 
God, through the instrumentality 
of John began the dispensation of 
that illustrious work, by which in 
its consummation, every wilderness 
and solitary place in the moral 
world shall blossom in eternal 
beauty, when quickened by the 
glad beams of the sun of righteous- 
ness. 

Thirdly, the business of his mes- 
sage. As before the dawning of 
the natural day, darkness is the 
most profound, so before the day- 
spring of the gospel, darkness 
covered the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people. The whole moral 
world was in a state of slumber 











and stupifaction. All men were 
ignorant of God, and of themselves. 
The seeds of spiritual death which 
had been thickly sown by the grand 
adversary of souls, had sprung up 
with a rank luxuriance, that choked 
and blighted the growth of every 
wholesome plant. Insensihility to 
God and. to the terror of the 
Lord, pride and vain glory, and 
entire subjection to worldly lusts, 
characterized the whole mass of 
mankind. The Jews, especially, 
who had abused the tender mercies 
and long suffering of God, were 
fondly dreaming of splendid secu- 
lar triumphs to which their lon 

expected prince should lead them; 
and, doubtless, with hearts panting 
to hear the glad tidings of his ad- 
vent, they went to hear the mes- 
sage of his forerunner. . But not 
such a kingdom as the folly and 
wickedness of man imagined, had 
the Spirit of God commissioned 
the Baptist to proclaim: “Repent 
ye, for the kingdom is at hand”’, 
was his awful message. ‘Prepare 
ye the way—not of a temporal 
prince, who comes to plant the 
banner of secular power on the 
walls of Jerusalem, but—of the 
Lord your God, who comes in the 
power of the Spirit of the Most 
High, to destroy the dominion of 
the prince of darkness, to proclaim 
liberty to him who has been led 
captive by the devil at his will, to 
“open the eyes of those who have 
been blinded by the God of this 
world, to wash polluted souls in 
the laver of regeneration, to sprin- 
kle the nations with the blood of 
atonement: to establish that king- 
dom which shall be an everlasting 
kingdom; even the kingdom of 
God, consisting in righteousness, 
in peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a high 
way of our God. Repent ye of 
your sins, and turn with trembling 
and weeping to the commandment 
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of the Lord. Let the pride of your 
hearts be humbled, and let your 
souls receive with thankfulness the 
heavenly teachings of Messiah that 
should come; so shall a high way 
be opened in the desert for the 
kingdom of God. Behold the Lord 
of glory'is at hand, whose fan isin 
his hand, and who will purge his 
floor, and will gather his wheat inte 
his garner; but the chaff he will 
burn with fire unquenchable.— 
Bring forth, therefore, fruits wor- 
thy of repentance. Deceive not 
yourselves with vain imaginations 
of the pride of lineage; begin not 
to say within yourselves, ‘we have 
Abraham for our father;’ for they 
are the children of Abraham who 
dothedeeds of Abraham. Repent 
ye, therefore, ye generation of vi- 
pers, and obey that gospel which 
he who confeth after me shall de- 
liver; for in him the promises of 
God have all their fulfilment; and 
if ye shall reject him, ye shall fill 
up the measure of your father’s in- 
iquity, and turn the council of God 
against yourselves. Be afflicted, 
and mourn and weep; let your 
laughter be turned to mourning 
and your joy to heaviness. The 
Messiah comes: He comes notin 
the garments of temporal majesty: 
not with the ensigns of regal pomp, 
which your hearts have foolishly 
imagined, but in the power of the 
Spirit of the Most High, to ac- 
complish the salvation of his saints 
of all nations, throughout all ages; 
to prepare his everlasting seat on 
the throne of his father David, and 


to seal the condemnation of all | 


those who shall refuse to be sub- 
jected to his dominion. Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a high way 
for our God.” 

My brethren, the message which 
God put into the mouth of his 
prophet John, we who are ambas- 
sadors for Christ, are commission- 
ed to preach to the people of this 
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generation. Neither the promis- 
es nor the threatnings of the Gos- 
pel are limited by distinctions of 
time or nations. For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the 
Greek, for the same Lord over all 
is rich in mercy unto all that call 
upon him; and the wrath of heaven 
is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness. We call upon 
you to “repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;”’ itis even nigh 
unto thee: for Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh; the Mediator of the 
new covenant has fulfilled his ‘me- 
diatorial work, and brought in 
an everlasting righteousness, and 
commenced on earth the kingdom 
of God. That kingdom planted 
in his own blood, and watered by 
the dews of the spirit of sanctifi- 
cation, it is begun in the hearts of 
that little lock, which has received 
his testimony and kept his sayings. 
They who would be subjects of his 
eternal kingdom in the world of 
spirits, must approve the fidelity 
of their subjection to that king- 
dom, the establishment of which 
he has begun on earth, and which 
he is now extending by his al- 
mighty grace, until in the consum- 
mation of all things, the Jews 
shall be brought in with the Gen- 
tiles. Where are the Jews who re- 
fused to hearken to the message 
of the Baptist; who refused to 
break off their sins by repentance, 
and who trampled under foot the 
Son of God? Their day of grace 
has been long terminated, and the 
offers of mercy which they despised 
have been swift witnesses against 
them, to aggravate their irrevoca- 
ble doom. The messengers of 


God’s grace are a savour of life 
unto life, or of death unto death, to 
all who hear them. And ina little 
while, when time to each one of 
you shall be no longer, if you shall 
have failed to become members of 
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the kingdom of God, and of his 
Christ on earth, the covenant of re- 
demption will be as unprofitable 
to your souls, as though it had 
never been made. Nay, a con- 
sciousness, such as disembodied 


spirits feel, of the blessedness of 


the purchased possession, which 
was once, through a long course 
of years, within your reach, will 
add poignancy to the worm that 
never dies, and strange fierceness 
to the fire that is never quenched. 
Prepare ye, then, the way of the 
Lord; open your hearts to the en- 
trance of the Lord of life, while it 
is called to-day. The Messiah 
comes and invites us to subjection 
to his dominion; but he will not 
tarry long with us. He comes to 
make the desert a fruitful garden; 
but thorns and poisonous weeds 
must still riot there, and ravenous 
beasts must still devour, and dark- 
ness and desolation for ever brood 
over it, if we refuse to open ita 
high way for our God. In a little 
while the decree will go forth con- 
cerning every one in this assem- 
bly: “He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still; and he which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still; and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous 
still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still.” The Baptist was 
commissioned to proclaim the ad- 
vent of the Messiah, when in low- 
liness and meekness “he came un- 
to his own and his own received 
him not.” A more awful commis- 
sion is given tous. We preach 
the approaching advent of Jesus 
Christ, Lord of life and glory, in 
the majesty of his eternal power 
and godhead, to make up his Jew- 
els. But who may abide the day 
of his coming? And who shall 
stand when he appeareth? Oh! 
when his judgment seat, prepared 
from everlasting, shall be fixed; 
when our spirits shall appear na- 
ked and defenceless before the bar 
of his righteous retribution; when 
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the secrets of all hearts shall be 
made manifest in the sight of God 
and his angels; when our ingrati- 
tude, apostacy and rebellion, our 
open profligacy and secret sins, 
our pride, and envy, and malice, 
and worldlymindedness, our con- 
tempt of the threatnings and disre- 
gard of the invitations of the Gos- 
pel; when these and the thousand 
black particulars that make up the 
body of sin and death that is.with- 
in us, shall be made manifest in 
the sight of God and his angels— 
Oh: who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth ? 

Prepare ye, then, the way of the 
Lord, all ye, my brethren, who 
have put on the Lord Jesus Christ: 
as workers together with God, 
build up his sacred kingdom in 
your own souls and in the souls of 
your fellow-servants. Continue to 
prepare his way before him until 
he shall come a second time with- 
out sin unto salvation. “Blessed 
are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city.”’ 
Behold Jesus, the root and off- 
spring of David, the bright and 
morning star, has sent his servants 
to testify unto you these things in 
the churches. And let the spirits 
of the just go on in the strength of 
their Alpha and Omega until they 
come to tread the streets of the 
New Jer::salem. “And the spirit 
and the bride say, come; and let 
him that heareth, say come; and 
let him that is athirst come; and 
whosoever will, let him take of the 
waters of life freely.””, Amen. 


POLITY OF THE PROTESTANT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH PERFECT- 
LY CONGENIAL WITH THE FREE 
INSTITUTIONS OF AMERICA. 


The opinion that devoted attach- 
ment to the Episcopal Church will 
ultimately, by cultivating aristocra- 


















252 


tic feelings, lead its friends to pre- | 
fer a Monarchy to a Republic, if 
it deserves any serious notice or | 
confutation, must be founded upon 
good or supposed reasons. What! 
then are the weighty grounds of | 
this sage opinion? 

They are to be sought either in 
the nature of the cas’, or else in| 
historical precedents, where similar 
tendencies have actually terminat- 
ed in such results. 

If the nature of the case furnishes 
just occasion for the suspicion, it 
would seem to be, both because the 
Polity of the Episcopal Church is 
aristocratical, which is not true; 
and also, because this ecclesiasti- 
cal trait, must produce its effects 
on civil institutions; which by no 
means follows. That our ecclesi- 
astical institutions are no more 
aristocratical than those of our 
national government, has already 
been established by a former analy- 
sis of the leading principles by 
which each is pervaded. 

It can be made more fully 
manifest by the following consid- 
erations: 

1. If it be an aristocracy, it is an 
aristocracy of the clergy, or mere- 
ly an aristocracy amongst the cler- 
ry, 

The equality of lay representa- 
tion and lay influence, in all im- 
portant deliberations and measures, 
and their concurrence in every 
legislative act, refutes the opinion 
that an aristocracy of the clergy 
can ever be tolerated.—Is_ this an 
age or country in which men are 
to be cajoled into willingness to | 
bear a proud and pampered clergy 
on their shoulders; or are the lay 
gentlemen of the Episcopal Church 
more fond of clerical dominion, ' 
than the rest of our countrymen? | 
Is it likely that they would bestow 
the honours, wealth, or influence 
of an aristocracy, upon a class of 
men, whose power it would rather 
become their interest to limit and 
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regulate? Had it been the policy 
or wish of the Episcopal Church 
to create an aristocracy of the cler- 
gy, it is utterly incredible that she 
should have allowed an equal lay 
representation in the state and 
‘| general conventions, and should 
have required the co-operation and 
sanction of laymen in all acts of 
legislation, and even in many of 
her executive arrangements. 

Of the Clergy over the Laity it 
is impossible therefore that an aris- 
tocracy Can exist. 

If it is any where to be found, 
then, or its usurpation is ever like- 
ly to take place, it must be amongst 
the Clergy. Of this danger, the 
only shadow is the Episcopal 
power.—But except the inherent 
virtues of his office, which are 
strictly regulated by conventional 
arrangements, the Bishop is no 
more than “frimus inter fares.”’ 
The office is elective, not heredi- 
tary, and no aristocracy under free 
institutions, can run to pernicious 
length, where all honour and power 
are conferred by good will, and 
permitted and continued, during 
good behaviour. 

Bishops of the Episcopal Church 
in the United States, are little like- 
ly to procure for themselves more 
respect than eminent and influen- 
tial clergy amongst other denomi- 
nations.—And the power accorded 
to Bishops has its restrictions and 
limits; whereas the practical pri- 
mates of other denominations are 
confined by no law but by that 
of the public sentiment, of which 
they have acquired the entire con- 
trol. 

Neither, then, does aristocracy 
exist amongst the clergy, nor, 
whilst they do their duty, stand by 
their rights, and refuse the tribute 
of unworthy adulation to the man 
whom their choice has raised to 
preside over them, can such an 
aristocracy ever be introduced. 
Every view of the subject leads 
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to the conclusion, therefore, that 
in the nature of the case, the charge 
of an aristocratical tendency, can- 
not truly be alleged against our 
Church Polity. 

But suppose it proved that Epis- 
copacy is incurably innoculated 
with aristocratical tendencies, does 
it therefore follow that the political 
constitution of the country must 
catch the contagion? Is there any 
reasonable ground to fear that 
Episcopacy will soon number more 
adherents than any other of the 
many denominations, whose extent 
so far surpassesit? Orifit should 
predominate over them all com- 
bined, is there such connexion be- 
tween any ecclesiastical body in 
this country, and its well organized 
and consolidated government, that 
its foundations can be threatened, 
by the false sentiments of that body? 
or subverted by the utmost exer- 
tions of its influence? The very 
dream is marked with infatuation 
and absurdity. 

2. It merely remains for us to 
show that history furnishes no ex- 
ample of a like tendency, ending in 
such results. 

An axiom of the arbitrary house 
of Stewart, has indeed been handed 
down to us in the pithy words, “No 
Bishop, no King.’’ Butis the con- 
verse of the proposition necessarily 
true? Has never Episcopacy ex- 
isted save in state connexion with 
the throne? Where then was our 
form of government in the first 
three hundred years of its most 
pure and primitive administration? 
What form of Church Polity had 
the Waldenses, the Syrian and 
Chaldean Churches, in 
mountainous and inaccessible re- 
gions where they set kingly au- 
thority and papal interference at 
defiance? 

The truth is, the tyrannical Stew- 
arts might have found the state- 
hierarchy by which primitive Epis- 
copacy, was then incumbered, ne- 
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cessary for the support of their 
tottering throne. But it was the 
state-influence, and the temporal 
interests of that hierarchy, and not 
its primitive and naked Episcopa- 
cy, which aught availed them. 
This example furnishes no parallel, 
and is therefore, no precedent, 

In fact, as history furnishes no 
parallel to the free civil institutions 
of our country, so neither does ‘it, 
under all the circumstances of the 
case, furnish the shadow ofa paral- 
lel, to that particular modification 
of church polity, in conformity 
with primitive episcopal usage, of 
which our Church is now making 
trial, 

All argument from supposed 
precedent, is therefore wholly inad- 
missible, and would lead us to false 
conclusions. Though Bishops 
were never seen, except standing 
before the Imperial or kingly 
throne, and swelling the pomp of 
monarchy, (which however is far 
from being true,) yet it would fur- 
nish no manner of ground for the 
prediction, that such must be their 
ultimate relation to the govern- 
ment of this country, should Epis- 
copacy ever come universally to 
prevail. Destitute of usual and 


sufficient data, it is idle and pre- 


sumptuous to predict what might 
be the political consequence of 
general attachment to the Episco- 
pal Church. We can only judge 
by reference to the nature and 
strong probabilities of the case.— 
What, then, are the indications a- 
mongst Episcopalians, of this por- 
tentous tendency towards aristo- 
cracy? 

Is there any disposition in the 
Bishops themselves, to assume, and 
claim a degree of reverence and 
power, unaccorded to them by the 
canons of the church, or the stern- 
ness of our republican principles? 
By the pen of nearly every member 
of that right reverend body, such 
assumption has been discounten- 
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anced and denied, and the prin- 
ciples for which I am contending, 
have been ably maintained and de- 
fended. And if in practice, traces 
of a different disposition should 
ever appear, they should rather be 
attributed to local, and temporary 
circumstances, than to any inherent 
defect in the principles avowed and 
adopted by the Episcopal Church. 

Do the Clergy as a body, encour- 
age an aristocracy of office or of 
men? 

They would betray improvi- 
dence disgraceful to their capaci- 
ties, and sycophancy unworthy of 
their character, if they did not 
jealously guard against the as- 
sumption of unauthorized power. 
With the feelings and habits of 
American citizens, it is impossible 
but that our Clergy should accord 
honour and obedience where they 
are justly due, whilst they stand 
ever ready to guard the ungrateful 
and base assumption of dangerous 
authority, on the part of those 
whom they have delighted to hon- 
pur. 

Is there then, to make an end of 
such inquiries, a disposition in the 
lay friends and meméers of the Epis- 
copal Church, to introduce an aris- 
tocracy of the Clergy, or any other 
imaginable aristocracy? 

No man in his senses would be- 
lieve this when reading the register 
of the names of those sagacious 
and exalted patriots who lent their 
assistance in fashioning our eccle- 
Siastical constitution. No man 
would dream of it, as he looks over 
the roll of the lay members as- 
sembled in State or General Con- 
vention. Firmer or more enlight- 
ened friends of our free republican 
institutions are not to be found in 
our country than amongst the ad- 
mirers and advocates of the Epis- 
copal Church, 

It must be the voice of expiring 
national or sectarian animosities, 
that has raised the cry, that Epis- 
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|copacy is dangerous to independ- 
|ent America. It is the subterfuge 
'of a base and disingenuous oppo- 
sition, to toss on the surface of 
controversy, such unfounded and 
irrelevant objections. Neither the 
nature of the case, historic prete- 
' dent, nor present indications point 
out any such alleged danger or 
“mischief. The Episcopal Church, 
in her naked traits of character, ir- 
/resistible claims, and unrivalled 
‘excellence, is before an enlizhtened 
and liberal public, which sooner or 
‘later will acquit her of every false 
and frivolous charge, and yield her 
all merited honour and confidence! 
| Church Register. 





For the Repertory. 
OF DEATH. 
[From the Hon. John Page’s Deed of Gift 
to his Son.] 

Death is unavoidable; all men, 
yea, all inferior things, must be 
freed by an end. Man is a little 
world, and the world a great man: 
if the great man must die, how 
shall the little one escape? As we 
be sinful, we must die; Rom. v. 12, 
“by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; so death 
passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.” Rom. vi. 23, “the 
wages of sin is death.”” Think it 
a long art todie well, and that you 
have but a short time to learn it: 
therefore, do not trifle away your 
precious time, but think on death 
not only as near, but profitable to 
you; and be willing to part with 
the earth, considering that your 
life is but a journeying to : eaven. 
Think upon your dying, not as an 
end of your being, but a beginning 
of your happiness, You. cannot 
be said to be rabbed by death of 
the time or years already spent, 
because they are already dead to 
you, and if you did live still, they 
should not revive to you, and that 
time which is yet ta come, is not 








yours, and you cannot be said to 
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lose that you never had; so that all 
you part with in death, is but that 
which you enjoy at the very in- 
stant of your departure. Surely, 
he that considers seriously what 
he here leaves, and for what he 
leaves it, cannot think it much to 
die, but rather think it much to live; 
because in dying he loseth nothing, 
only exchangeth some things, and 
that for the better: by how much 
eternal life is better than long life, 
and the society of angels better 
than the company of men, heaven 
better than earth, and the fruition 
of God, better than a man’s self.— 
Affect all things here, as remem- 
bering you must leave them; and 
as worldly things should have the 
least part of your care, so let them 
have the least part of your res- 
pect: consider that in the last day, 
not to have loved them well, but 
to have used them well, will be 
your comfort. Let man make 
What show he can with his glori- 
ous adornations, his original mo- 
ther will at lastown him again for 
her natural child, and triumph 
over him with this insultation; he 
is my bowels, he so turneth to his 
earth; his body returns not imme- 
diately to heaven, but to earth; not 
as a stranger to him, or as an un- 
known place, but to his earth, as 
one of his most familiar friends, 
and of old acquaintance. In sick- 
mess, use means for the recovery 
of your health; yet think what if 
you should not recover, what if 
you should die now; whether you 
are ready for death, whether you 
are ready to give an account of 
your life? And since both these 
must be done, and sickness the 
worst time to do it in, think that 
if you will be ready for death in 
sickness, you must provide for it 
in health. Examine not how long 
you have lived, but how well: so 
enjoy this life as being willing to 
léave it, and so meditate upon the 
next as being desirons to enjoy it. 
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Be good whilst you have time and 
means, lest when you would, you 
cannot. Remember the Captain 
of your salvation, who suffered 
death, that he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, and 
deliver them who through faith 
rest upon him for salvation: My 
Son, the best way to prepare your- 
self for death, is to live a godly 
life. To the holy of holies there 
is no entrance without holiness. 
Live holy that you may die happy 
Die unto sin, and live unto right- 
eousness; and being so prepared, 
any time and place may be wel- 
come to you. pe God, deliver 
you from sudden death, and that 
you may come to your grave ina 
full age, like as a shock of corn 
cometh in his sedson. Do nothing 
that may shut you out of heaven; 
yet do not despair if you have done 
any; think every sin great, but 
none so great but may be forgiv- 
en. Forgiveness of sin is an arti- 
cle of your faith, which I hope 
you steadfastly believe; that the 
sufferings of Jesus Christ are of 
that infinite value, that they are 
sufficient for the sins of the whole 
world. I pray God, that you may 
live the life of grace here, and the 
life of glory -hereafter. Then, 
though you must go to the dead, 
you shall rise from the dead, and 
live with God out of the reach of 


death for ever. Amen. 
ae 
THE HONEST PREACHER RE- 
WARDED. 


The following anecdote of the 
present king of England, is said 
to be from an authentic source:— 

A few years ago when George 
IV. visited Ireland, he remained 
some time in Dublin, its capital, 
As it was expected he would at- 
tend divine service, an éminent 
clergyman was appointed to preach 
before him. When the time ap- 
proached, the clergyman fell sick 
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and it became necessary to appoint 
enother to perform that duty. Dr. 
Magee, author of a work on the: 
Atonement, being in Dublin, was 
solicited ta preach before his ma- 
jesty. He accepted the invitation. 
The doctor was a warm, zealous 
Churchman, of enlightened views, 
and liberal, evangelical sentiments. 
When the Sabbath came, he read 
the prayers, ascended the pulpit, 
and gave out the following text, 
Acts xvi. 31: “Believe on’ the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt | 
be saved, and thy house.” In this | 
discourse he expatiated on the ne- 
cessity of repentance, faith, and 
holiness. The command to _ be- 
lieve—the object’ of faith; (the 
Lord Jesus Christ)—the character 
of him on whom we are called to 
believe—the importance of doing 
so for our own safety, and as an 








example to others, but particularly 
our. own house; with the individu- 
al; local, and’ national advantages 
of religion, were all eloquentiy and 
honestly presented to his majesty, 
and his court, present on the occa- 
sion. After he had held forth the 
doctrine of justification by faith, 
he powerfully insisted. on a change 
of heart, without which it was im- 
possible for any individual to ar- 
rive at heaven. His boldness and 
earnestness surprised and alarmed 
the courtiers of his majesty, who 
had not been accustomed to such 
plain dealing. Adl were looking 
for a reproof from+the sovereign for 
the boldness of tlie preacher, but 
though his sermon was a subject 
of general conversation, his ma- 
jesty alone retained a total-sitence 
respecting it, never alludifg to the’ 
circumstance for several months: 

During this time, the Archbi- 
shop of Armagh, Primate of Ire- 
land, died, and the Rt. Rev. Lord 
John Beresford, Archbishop of 
Dublin, was appointed to succeed 
him. The See of Dublin being in 








the gift of the ceown; alist of. can- 
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didates were nominated to his ma~ 
jesty, for each of whom powerful 
interest was made. Dr. Magee, not 
being a favourite on account of his 
evangelical sentiments, was ne- 
elected. When his majesty pro- 
ceeded to make the appointment, 
he inguired’the name of the faith- 
ful, able, and eloquent preacher, 
who had delivered a discourse be- 
fore him in Dublin. He was told 
it was Dr. Magee. “Then,” said 
he, “the man that fears not to 
preach the whole truth before his 
king, shall be honoured, and Dr. 
Magee shall be Archbishop of 
Dublin.” After saying this, he 
took his pen, and filled the blank 
in the deed of gift with Dr. Magee 





For the Repertory. 


ORIGIN OF THE DEVICE nis, 


COMMONLY INTERPRETED 


Jesus Hominum Salvator. 


In ancient manuscripts abbrevi- 
ations were very frequent, as they 
greatly shortened the labour of 
transcribers, For instance, in 


Greek writings, XPY or xps, was 
almost invariably put for xzp,¢05 


Christ; and IH> or os, for Iysovs, 
Jesus. Inthe Latin manuscripts; 
these abbreviations were almost 
universally retained, frequently 
through habit, and still more fre- 
quently through ignorance of the 
words they represented. It was 
very natural, that Latin transcrib- 
ers, unacquainted with Greek, 
should mistake the Greek charac- 
ter H‘(eta) for the Roman capital 
H, and even confound the Greek x 
(eta) with the fetter h. Hence, 
they frequently wrote IHS, ihs.— 
Ienorance and superstition soon 
found in this abbreviation a mys- 
tical meaning, and it was interpret- 
ed, Jesus Hominum Salvator. No- 
thing was easier than to transform 
the dash over the word, which-was 
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vtothing more than the note of ab- 
breviation, into a cross, by con- 
necting it with the bar of the H, 
by means of a longitudinal stroke: 
and, thus, the simple abbreviation 
of the name of our Lord, has been 
converted into a mystical device, 
which is used as an ornament to 
the sacerdotal vestments, and sa- 
cred vessels of the Romish Church. 


THE SAFE CONTRACT. 


A STRIKING TRACT ANECDOTE. 

A respectable merchant of one of 
our principal cities, was travelling 
about five years since, in the coun- 
ty of B. in the state of New-York, 
and arrived, on Saturday evening, 
at a public house, where he had 
been accustomed to lodge in travel- 
ling thatway. After having taken 
some refreshment, in connection 
with a number of travellers, among 
whom were two or three families 
removing to the New Settlements, 
he bagan the distribution of a 
Tract to each individual, present- 
ing the Tracts ina respectful man- 
ner, and recommending them from 
the pleasure, and as he hoped, ad- 
vantage, which he had himself de- 
rived from their perusal. To the 
families which were removing to 
ihe New Settlements, he gave sev- 
eral, to be carried with them to the 
place of their destination. Before 
he had completed the circle of his 
distributions, he offered a Tract to 
a poor man, who declined receiving 
it, saying, “It’s of no use to give 
one to me, sir, for I can’t read it.” 
“Well,” said the merchant, “it is 
probable you are a married man, 
and if so, perhaps your wife can 
read it to you.” ‘Yes,’ said he, 
“my wife can read, but I have no 
time to hear it read.”” “You cer- 
tainly can hear it read to-morrow,” 
said the merchant, “which is the 
Sabbath.” “Sir,’’ said he, “I have 





no more time on the Sabbath than 
on any other day: I am’so poor, I 
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.* 
am obliged to work on the Sabbath. 
It takes me the six days to provide 
for my family, and on the Sabbath. 
I am obliged to get my wood.” “If 
you are as poor as that,” said the 
merchant, “you must be very poor.”’ 
“T am,” said he, and proceeded to 
mention that,he had no cow, and 
his family was very destitute. “It 
#s no wonder you are poor,”’ replied 
the merchant, “if you work onthe 
Sabbath. God will not prosper 
those who thus profane his day. 
And now,” said he, “my friend, I 
have a proposition to make to you. 
You, fandlord, will be my surety 
that my part of the contract shall 
be fulfilled. I'rom this time, leave 
off working on the Sabbath. If 
you have no wood with which to 
be coinfortable to-morrow, get a 
little for your necessities, the easi- 
est way you can, and then on Mon- 
day morning provide a supply for. 
the week; and hereafter, leave off 
your other labours every week, 
early enough to provide a full 
week’s store of wood on Saturday. 
Quit all your work on the Sabbath; 
reverence that day; and, at the end 
of six months, whatever you will 
say you have lost by keeping the 
Sabbath, I will pay you, to the a- 
mount of ove hundred dollars,” 
The poor man solemnly confirmed 
the contract, and the landlord en* 
gaged to be responsible for the due 
payment of the money. With this 
their interview, which had been 
continued for a considerable length 
of time, and withal a very serious 
one, was closed. 

A Second Meeting. 

About five months afterwards, 
the merchant put up again at the 
same public house, for the night; 
and before he retired to rest, began 
as before, to distribute to each per- 
son present a Tract. He observed’ 
a plain but well dressed man, who 
seemed to be eyeing him with spe- 
Cial interest, and who when he ap- 
proached him, said, “Did-vou ne- 
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ver distribute Tracts here before, 
“Probably I have; I am not 
unfrequently distributing them.” 
“Did you not, four or five months a- 
go, give a Tract to a man here, who 
said he worked on the Sabbath?” 
The merchant, who, as the time 
for fulfilling his engagement had 
not arrived, had not before thought 
of it during the evening, then re- 
plied, that he recollected the cir- 
cumstance very well. ‘Well, sir,” 
continued the other, “I am that 
man. I carried home the Tract 
you gave me, (it was the Tract en- 
titled, Subjects fer Consideration, 
No. 46.) and told my wife every 
word of ourconversation. She said 
you were right; and we sat down 
together, and she read the Tract 
aloud. So much affected were we 
with the Tract, and with what you 
had said, that we scarcely slept any 


sir ?”’ 
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all night. In the morning we rose; 
I went and procured a handful of 
wood, with which to get our break- 
fast: and after breakfast was over | 
we sat down and read the Tract} 
again. By and by one of our neigh- 
bours came in as was usual, to loi- 
ter away the day in vain conversa- 
tion. We told him what had hap- 
pened: he said you were right; and 
my wife then read the Tract again 
to him and myself. Other neigh- 
bours came in, and we did the same 
by them. They came again the 
next Sabbath, and we again read 
the Tract to them; and now, sir, 
we have at my house, every Sab- 
bath a religious meeting; that 
Tract has been read every Sabbath 
since I saw you, and the reading of 
it is now accompanied with relig- 
ious conversation and prayer. 
“Well,” said the merchant, “if 
you have kept your promise, you 
perhaps would be glad of your mo- 
ney.—How much am I to pay ??’—= 
“QO nothing, sir,” replied the oth- 
er; “I never prospered so as I have 
since I observed the Sabbath to 











keep it holy. When I saw you be- 
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fore, I had no cow—now we have 
a cow, and all our wants are com- 
fortably supplied. We were never 
so happy before; and never can be 
thankful enough for what you have 
done for us.” 

The landlord assured the mer- 
chant, that he never had known 
such an alteration in a neighbor- 
hood, as had taken place in that 
since he was last there. Before, 
the whole neighborhood spent their 
Sabbaths at work, or in visiting, 
fishing, hunting, and other amuse- 
ments; but now they were serious- 
ly attentive to the subject of reli- 
gion, and met every Sabbath for the 
worship of God. 


AN ADDRESS 


To the Eleventh Convention of she Eust- 
ern Diocess, assembled at Bristol, in 
Rhode Island, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, 1826. 


Through the Lord’s preserving 
mercy, we are once more, friends 
and brethren, permitted to as- 
semble in council on the moment- 
ous concerns of our common salva- 
tion; and once more it becomes my 
duty to render you some account 
of the progress of our labours, and 
especially of my own official con- 
duct during the year which has 
last passed away. 

It is a just subject of mutual 
congratulation and of thanks to the 
Father of Mercies, that our lives 
and our labours have been prolong- 
ed through another annual revolu- 
tion of fleeting time, and that 
another Convention of this Diocess 
is formed under circumstances so 
favourable and auspicious. This 
place,indeed, which you are pleased 
thus to honour, has been visited 
with great reverse of fortune, and 
is very much depressed; but we are 
not the less rejoiced to see those 
whom we respect and love:—our 
circumstances are changed—bu* 
our Aearts remain the same. 
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My labours, in the year past, 
have not been less abundant than at 
former periods. Since our meet- 
ing last yearin Boston, I have been 
able, through the Lord’s goodness, 


to visit all the Churches in the; 
Diocess, with the exception of | 


three or four, which are not far 
distant, and which I should have 
visited, but for the difficulty of 
finding some one to supply my 
place here. But this cause of my 
failure in visiting these few—this 
circumstance that none of our 
Clergy were disengaged, gives us 
a pleasing idea of their diligence 
and of the state of our churches. 

And what is yet more encourag- 
ing, and demands our grateful ac- 
knowledgments to the Lord of the 
harvest, eight or ten clergymen, or 
candidates since ordained, respect- 
able for talents and pious zeal, have 
recently from other parts, come 
into this diocess, where they are 
labouring with much success and 
approbation. This, we humbly 
trust, is an evidence that the Lord 
has not forsaken, but is still smiling 
upen us, and if we are faithful that 
he will continue tobless hischurch- 
es commited to our care. These 
our brethren who have kindly come 
to our help, we are bound to re- 
ceive, and I trust that they are re- 
ceived by the right hand of fellow- 
ship, and with most sincere and 
cordial affection. 

In these visitations, during the 
year past, I have travelled about 
three thousand miles, including one 
journey, which was extended into 
Lower Canada; a journey, it is be- 
lieved, not without use tq the 
Churches in these states. A friend- 
ly intercourse between our church- 
es and those in the Canadas will 
evidently be of mutual benefit, and 
especially favourable to our 
brethren in Vermont. The kind- 
ness and cordiality with which I 
was received at Montreal and Que- 
bec, especially by the Honourable 
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and very worthy Bishop of those 
Provinces, was an interesting proof 
of the politeness and hospitality of 
our brethren in those cities, and al- 
so of their Christian love and their 
readiness to co-operate in whatever 
shall best promote the cause which 
we all have in view. The recent 
appointment to the Episcopate 
there, of one so justly, and so uni- 
versally respected and esteemed— 
of one so long and so very much 
devoted to the cause of the blessed 
Redeemer, and of the best good of 
mankind, causes the most pleasing 
anticipations of the future pros- 
perity of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in that part of Ameri- 
ca. 

I have also to acknowledge, 
what I shall never be able sufficient- 
ly to express, the many favours and 
long continued kindness which I 
have received both from the Cler- 
gy and the Laity in this Diocess, 
The patience with which they have 
borne with my many infirmities, 
the kindness and more than hos- 
pitality with which I have been 
every where received; the sacri- 
fices often made for my accommo- 
dation, and the aid given me in my 
journeyings, have laid upon me ob- 
ligations which the Lord only can 
repay: and we trust that he will 
repay; and the rather because for 
his sake the benefits have unques- 
tionably been conferred. For we 
know who hath said “Whosoever 
shall give you a cup of water 
to drink in my name, because ye 
belong to Christ—shall not lose his 
reward.” 

Among the happy circumstan- 
ces in the present state of our 
Churches, one of the most en- 
couraging is, that so many of 
them are supplied with ministers 
“who labour in word and doc- 
trine;’’? and such ministers, we are 
happy to add, as encourage the 
hope that their labours will be 
blessed. It may well be doubted 





s 


eS ok, 


m4 


> = 


TRA ag rm 


cee 








es ok C 
~ 


= 
» 








.. eee 


Rae 








260 BISHOP .GRISWOLD’S ADDREss. JAN. 


whether a body of clergy equally 
numerous can be found who sur- 


pass them in talent, piety, good 
order, and evangelical zeal. 


In Massachusetts, our Churches } 


have flourished and increased since 
we last met. For some time, it 
has appeared very desirable, that 
a clergyman should reside in Len- 
ox, and officiate a part of the time 
as a missionary in other places in 
that vicinity. The Rev. Mr. 
Motte from South Carolina has, I 
am happy to state, engaged in 
that ministry. 

The little parish in Ashfield are 
making all the efforts which their 
scanty means will allow, to build a 
Church, the frame of which,. they 
have raised and covered. But 
whilst engaged in this work, 
which is to them a heavy burthen, 
they feel unable to add any thing 
gor the maintenance of a minister; 
and I have engaged the Rev. Mr. 
Humphry, of Lanesborough, to 
officiate there as a missionary 
some part of his time. It is hop- 
ed, that Mr. Motte will be able to 
extend some part of his labour to 
Southwick, where a small Episco- 
pal Church has recently been e- 
rected. In Springfield, there yet 
remains hope that the services of 
the Church may be revived. In 
Northampton, a parish has, with 
my advice, and very much to my 
satisfaction, been recently organ- 
ized, with prospects which are 
favourable. They have elected the 
Rev. George Griswold to be their 
minister; who has received Priest’s 
orders, and is now officiating there. 
In Marshfield, a new Church is 
now building. In Hingham, ser- 
vices have been performed with 
some prospect of success. 

The Rey. Mr. Baury, called by 
urgent business, and having my 
consent, has crossed the Atlantic; 
but it is hoped will soon return.— 
Divine service is regularly per- 
formed at Newton, during his ab- 








sence. It is with much pleasure, 
that I can announce to you the ac- 
complishment of one thing which 
I have long and very much desir- 
ed, Through a very liberal sub- 
scription for the purpose, by a 
number of individuals, the Church 
in Cambridge is completely re- 
paired, and is regularly opened 
for the ministration of the Gospel 
ordinances, by the Rev. Mr. Otis, 
who also has received Priest’s Or- 
ders. The prospect of beneficial 
results thus far more than equals 
our anticipations. 

The Rev. Mr. Ducachet, at his 
own request, has been dismissed 
from this Diocess, and removed to 
Virginia. It was much feared, that 
the Church in Salem would in 
consequence decline; but through 
the divine blessing, they have ob- 
tained the services of the Rev. Mr. 
Coit from Connecticut, in whom, 
as I am informed, they are likely 
to be happily united. 

At the time of our last conven- 
tion, the situation of St. Paul’s 
Church in Boston, was such as 
caused us painful anxiety and deep 
concern. But here too, the Lord 
has blest us beyond all that we 
could reasonably expect. The 
reasons for my conduct in that 
case were then _ briefly stated. 
Soon after, Dr. Jarvis caused to be 
printed and sent to all parts of the 
country, especially of this Diocess, 
a narrative of the transactions in 
that unhappy business; intended of 
course, to exculpate himself and 
throw all blame upon others. I 
deem it my duty, however painful, 
to say that in that narrative, and es- 
pecially in the concluding remarks, 
my conduct is much misrepresent- 
ed; and (with what intention, I pre- 
tend not to say) that opinions and 
motives are ascribed to me which 
have no foundationin truth. After 
my having exercised this ministry 
for fifteen years, the people of this 
Diocess can easily judge whether 
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I am disposed to usurp power 
which does not appertain to my 
office, or to abuse that which 
does. 

But whatever is thought of me 
respecting that business, much 
praise is due to the stability and 
united zeal of the proprietors of 
St. Paul’s Church. And the bless- 
ing of God, we may humbly be- 
lieve, has been with them.’ Though 
some valuable members, from their 
attachment to their Pastor, with- 
drew from the Parish when he left 
it, still the congregation appears to 
have been gradually increasing, 
even during the time of their 
having no settled minister, and not- 
withstanding the heavy burden 
which has fallen upon the parish— 
And now, we have reason to be- 
lieve, the affairs of that important 
church are completely settled, and 
the people happily united under 
the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Potter 
from the Diocess of New York, 
who was instituted into the Parish 
on the 29th of the last month. And 
it gives me much pleasure to add 
that the highly respectable Bishop 
of that Diocess, whose talents, ac- 
tivity and zeal in the service of the 
Church, are so eminent, and so ex- 
tensively known, consented not only 
to Mr. Potter’s removal to Boston, 
but himself to visit that city, and 
to preach on the occasion of the 
Institution. ‘There is much reason 
to hope that this kind and friendly 
visit will be productive of very 
happy effects. 

The Church in Dedham, has 
been called to feel and lament the 
loss of one of its principal friends 
and supporters. Various circum- 
stances have, for some time, pre- 
vented my visiting that Church; 
but I hope soon, with Divine per- 
mission, to officiate there, as also 
at Newton and Cambridge. 

On the 16th February, the Rev. 
Thomas S. W. Mott, Deacon, was 





ordained Priest, at Marblehead, 
Vou. VIII.....No. 6.—33. 
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and he is entitled to much praise 
for being willing, under eircum- 
stances somewhat discouraging, to 
exercise his talents, and bestow 
his labours among that people, 
who, few in number, have made 
laudable exertions, and not wholly 
without success, to raise the par- 
ish to a state of prosperity. 

The Rev. William T. Potter, 
has removed to Connecticut; and 
the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, it is said, has 
gone with his family to Europe; 
but whether he considers himself 
as having dissolved his connexion 
with this Diocess, I am not able 
to inform you. 

In Rhode Island, the Churches 

are gradually, though not rapidly, 
increasing; excepting that very 
great pecuniary losses and embar- 
rassments have diminished the 
funds of the Church here in Bris- 
tol. But though a considerable 
number of families have removed 
from the parish, the congregation 
is not much diminished. A mis- 
sionary is much needed in this 
state: but our Missionary Society, 
Iam sorry to say, is suffered to 
languish, till, as we may fear, al- 
most extinct. Something consid- 
erable has lately been done for the 
General Missionary Society. A 
true zeal for the honour and in- 
crease of Christ’s kingdom, and 
for the salvation of mankind, is 
best and most surely evinced in 
labours, contributions, and other 
efforts to extend the one and pro- 
mote the other. 
In New Hampshire, the little 
change which has taken place is 
for the better. The Rev. Mr. 
Richardson now resides in Charles- 
ton, and divides his labours be- 
tween that place and Drewsville; 
and what is still more gratifying, 
the Rev. Mr. Chase, from Virgi- 
nia, has taken the pastoral charge 
of the Churches in Hopkinton and 
Concord. 


Vermont the 
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most flourishing part of this Dio- 
cess. In my journey through it last 
October, I consecrated new Chur- 
ches in Sheldon and St. Albans; 
and at Middlebury adinitted Moses 
Bingham and Louis M’Donald to 
the order of Deacons.—The Rev. 
John Bristed, Joseph H. Coit, and 
Richard Peck, from the state of 
New York, who have been ordain- 
ed within the year past, are now 
labouring in Vermont; and the Rev. 
Mr. Nash from Virginia, is also ad- 
ded, and is a valuable acquisition 
to the number of theirclergy. Mr. 
Peck is labouring in Berkshire, 
Montgomery and Enosburg; Mr. 
Bingham in Fairfield and Sheldon; 
and Mr. Nash in St. Albans and 
Swanton. And much cause have 
we of thankfulness that those 
churches are at length supplied. 
Mr. Bristed, it is hoped, will offi- 
ciate in Ferrisburg, (a new parish, ) 
and at Vergennes. The parish in 
Middlebury are now engaged in 
erecting a new stone edifice, which 
if they succeed in obtaining means 
to finish, will be one of our best 
churches. Mr. M’Donald has offi- 
ciated in Rutland. The Rev. Mr. 
Bronson has removed to Manches- 
ter; and the church in Arlington is 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Coit. 

In my tour through Vermont in 
June last, accompanied by my Rev. 
brethren Leonard and Clap, I visit- 
ed for the first time a parish newly 
formed in Woodstock; where I 
passed the fifth Sunday after Trini- 
ty, June 25th—The kindness and 
hospitality with which we were 
received and entertained, and still 
more the prospects of a good parish 
in that place, were highly gratify- 
ing. The people who have organ- 
ised themselves into an Episcopal 
Society, are respectable in point 
both of numbers and of character, 
and what is still more encouraging, 
they appear to be united, prudent, 
and zealous. In that beautiful vil- 








BISHOP GRISWOLD S ADDRESS. JAN 


lage they have selected a pleasant 
spot for erecting a church, and had, 
it was said, already subscribed 
liberally for that purpose. We had 
the most pleasing proof of their 
being much in earnest, in the large 
numbers who assembled for wor- 
ship, and in the devout attention 
which they gave to the various 
services of the day. I preached 
three times, confirmed twelve, and 
for the first time in that place ac- 
cording to our mode, the Commu- 
nion was administered.--They who 
had been confirmed, with several 
others, devoutly united in com- 
memorating that adorable sacrifice 


Which alone can expiate sin and 


give spiritual life. I have witness- 
ed but very few occasions more in- 
teresting; may the Lord in his 
merciful goodness guide and bless 
them. In other places in that state, 
are opening prospects; and when, 
through the Divine blessing, they 
shall have obtained quiet posses- 
sion of their lands, and the expen- 
ses shall be defrayed, we may hope 
for still greater increase. 

The Chureh in Gardiner, in the 
State of Maine, is at present with- 
out a permanent minister; but the 
people continue united and stead- 
fast, and intend soon with the Di- 
vine blessing, to call some one to 
the charge of that parish. 

The Church in Portland, is 
gradually, though but slowly, in- 
creasing. From the Female Mis- 
sionary Society in that place, I 
have received, since we last met, 
seventy-two dollars and fifty cents; 
and the Lord, we trust, will not 
“forget their works and labour, 
which proceedeth of love.” Fora 
year or two, have I been looking 
for a missionary, qualified and wil- 
ling to labour in that State. 

But two names have been add- 
ed to the list of candidates for 
Holy Orders; James M. Tappan 
and Ebenezer Boyden, Seven have 
been admitted to the order of Dea- 
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cons; Moses’ Bingham, Louis- 
M‘Donald, Joseph H. Coit, 
Richard Peck, John  Bristed, 


Southerland Douglass, and Benja- 
min C, C. Parker. And the Rev. 
Silas Blaisdale, Henry W. Duca- 
chet, Thomas S. W. Mott, George 
Otis, and George Griswold, Dea- 
cons, have been ordained Priests. 
Confirmation in several of the 
churches visited, has been post- 
poned till the next year; and in 
others, none were desirous of re- 
ceiving that rite. In the course 
of the year, I have administered it 
27 times, and yet the whole num- 
ber confirmed, amounts only to 
210.—The small number of our 
people who are pressing forward to 
confess the name of Christ, and 
partake of his mercies, presents a 
mournful contrast to the Lord’s 
blessing showered upon us, which 
we have been recounting.—This is 
what is most discouraging in the 
present state of our Churches;— 
a lack of zeal, of devotedness to 
God, aud a sense of his mercies. 
Some of our churches, in my last 
visitations, did not evince that live- 
ly interest in spiritual things, and 
that pious zeal which have been 
happily witnessed on former occa- 
sions. While people are them- 
selves indifferent whether or not 
they partake of the ordinances of 
the Gospel, they will of course, 
view it as of no great importance 
whether those ordinances are ex- 
tended to others. The missionary 
funds at my disposal, will not, it is 
feared, be adequate to the appro- 
priations made for the year ensu- 
ing. But four of our Churches 
make the Easter contributions, as 
recommended by the Convention 
of the Diocess. Those four are 
entitled to much praise. The lit- 
tle which has been contributed, 
has, on my part, been managed 
with the utmost frugality aud care; 
as may be seen by any, who shall 
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ment of the manner and ways in 
which it has been disposed of, 

My Brethren of the Clergy, fel- 
low-labourers in the Lord’s work; if 
he has done so much for his vine- 
yard; if he be thus enlarging the 
field of our labours, and blessings 
and privileges are poured upon us 
in such bounteous streams, and 
‘vet there remains so much land 
to be possest;”—if there be yet 
waste places in Zion, and that 
which is cultivated “bring forth 
wild grapes;”—if in plainer lan- 
guage some who desire the com- 
forts of our ministrations, are yet 
destitute, and in those parishes 
where we constantly minister, cold- 
ness prevails, and little good fruit 
appears, we are of all men the most 
deeply interested, and should feel 
the most awakened concern. Have 
we indeed been faithful on our part? 
Have we given all possible dili- 
gence, and done all that lieth in us, 
according to our bounden duty, to 
preach the Gospel in its purity, in 
season and out of season—to en- 
large the borders of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom—-to restrain men from 
sin, and excite them to their du- 
ty? We have solemnly engaged, 
the oath of God is upon us, “that 
we will not cease our labour, and 
care and diligence,” till we have 
done this. Confident I am, that, 
considered as a body, no ministers 
of Christ are more sincerely en- 
gaged in his service. Butyou know 
also the infirmity of our natures, 
and the temptations which sur- 
round us. You know well the vast 
importance and the awful respon- 
sibility of our office; that through 
our ministry men are to be convert- 
ed to God, their hearts renewed by 
faith, and their souls saved forever! 
You know, too, what confidence the 
people repose in us, as ambassa- 
dors of Christ; as the interpreters 
of God’s word, and as their exam- 
ples and guides in religious life, 
and in the way to heaven.—On our 
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diligence and fidelity, may (we 
know not in what degree) depend 
the present comfort, and immortal 
well-being of thousands of our fel- 
low-men. It is necessary to our 
usefulness, and to the success of our 
ministry, that they see us deeply 
interested and zealously engaged 
in promoting their best good. 
They should be convinced that we 
seek not their’s but them. It is 
highly important, too, that we re- 
flect often and much on the near 
and very endearing connexion be- 
tween a Christian pastor and the 
flock committed to his charge. 
The people among whom we la- 
bour in the Lord, are the souls for 
whom our Divine Master gave his 
soul unto death; they are souls by 
him committed to our pastoral 
care; to us has he given the mo- 
mentous charge to reclaim them 
from sin, and to train them for 
heaven.. It is, I repeat, a very 
affecting consideration, that the 
people have voluntarily chosen us, 
who are respectively their minis- 
ters, to be their spiritual guides;— 
that, to our wisdom, fidelity, and 
pious zeal, they confide what so 
much concerns their immortal well- 
being. — When we consider further, 
that they cheerfully contribute of 
their hard earnings to our present 
comfort, and make us partakers of 
their temporal things;—these with 
many other reflections must endear 
them to our hearts, and make us 
ever ready to spend and be spent 
in labour for their benefit. 

A minister of Christ who has 
such feelings and such views of the 
relation between him and _ his 
people, will not, without urgent 
necessity and great reluctance leave 
them: and a people so blest in a 
pastor, will be likely to do all in 
their power to make him happy.— 
The frequent removals of our cler- 
gy from one parish to another, is 
one cause, I doubt not, that our 
labours are not more effectual. 
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They cause both ministers and 
people to think lightly and with 
indifference of the connexion be- 
tween them. In parishes they 
produce discouragement and some- 
times disgust. 

It is also necessary to the suc- 
cess of our ministry, to convince 
the people that we do not enter it 
for “a piece of silver and a morse} of 
bread;” nor because it is a genteel 
profession. Perhaps it would be 
quite as well for the true interests 
of religion, if the profession, in the 
estimation of worldly people were 
less genteel. It may too, possibly 
be the fault of our order, that the 
office of a Christian minister has 
become, we may fear, an object of 
worldly ambition. I know well, 
and it isa subject of painful regret, 
that many of our Clergy have buta 
scanty and inadequate mainten- 
ance. And generally too, those 
whose labours are most abundant, 
have the least pecuniary reward. 
But God is just, and the reward 
which we chiefly look for, is sure 
and certain. Let us manifest to 
the world that the Lord is our hope 
and reward, that we seek first and 
supremely the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, leaving it with 
his merciful goodness‘to bestow 
upon us such portion of temporal 
comforts as seemeth to him fitting. 

It is on many accounts of great 
importance to the success of our 
labours, that the ministers of 
Christ should be frugal, temper- 
ate, and economical, in their style 
of living: that we follow the ex- 
pensive fashions of this world no 
farther than decency demands, in 
order to shun the appearance of 
affectation, and that our good be 
not evil spoken of. Every Chris- 
tian professes to renounce the 
fromps and vanities of the world: 
we who are chosen to be the salt 
of the earth, and the light of the 
world, must, in our own life, show 
what it is to renounce them. To 
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affect or take delight in the vani- 
ties of life, to imitate the splen- 
dour and the expenses of the opu- 
ent and gay, is totally unbecoming 
the sobriety and renunciation of 
the world, which are essential to 
the Christian character; and when 
seen in clergymen, it is exceeding- 
ly pernicious. Our business is es- 
pecially with the poor, and hum- 
ble, and afflicted. Of all sins, 
worldly-mindedness is that which 
doth most easily, and. most gene- 
rally beset us; and it is that which 
is most repugnant to our holy 
profession. In the sacred Scrip- 
tures, are found unhappy instan- 
ces of God’s people;—of good and 
religious men, some very few times 
in their lives, falling into various 
sins; but never into avarice, or 
love of the world. You read there 
of no approved servant of God, 
who was of a sordid mind, or fond 
of walking ina vain show. Not 
all our gifts and talents, and best 
composed discourses, will have so 


sood effect upon the hearts and 
conduct of the people, as a humble 
pious life, zealously devoted to the 
Lord’s work:—a life which exem- 
plifies our pure and holy doctrine. 
Ministers who so live, “are wor- 
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thy of double honour,” and they 
will generally be most likely to 
receive it. When the people see 
us chiefly concerned for their best 
good, and unwilling to. lay on 
them unnecessary burdens; when 
they are persuaded that what they 
bestow upon us is not wasted in 
useless expense, or in vain show; 
butis used with a frugal hand and 
charitable heart, they will gladly 
communicate with us in all good 
things. A pious, faithful pastor, 
is the best almoner of the flock.— 
He best knows the circumstances 
and the wants of all the parishion- 
ers, and will be the most ready, 
and the most faithful to relieve 
them. Beside other charities, in 
which we must be examples to our 
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flocks,—a clergyman must be 
“given to hospitality.” His friends 
and his Christian brethren should 
be welcome at his board; nor must 
he be “forgetful to entertain stran- 
gers.’” To be able with our scan- 
ty resources to do this, great fru- 
gality is necessary. 

Since we last met, and indeed 
within a very few weeks, it has 
pleased the Head of the Church to 
remove from our society, and from 
his ministry here on earth, our 
worthy and much esteemed bro- 
ther, the Rev. Herbert Marshall. 
The Lord knoweth his own pur- 
poses, and can overrule the most 
calamitous event to the further- 
ance of the Gospel. The death of 
that able, pious, zealous, and most 
exemplary minister of Christ, is, in 
all human appearance, a deep 
affliction, and a great loss to our 
Church. May the Lord who has 
removed him to a better world, in 
his compassionate goodness, send 
others of the like spirit. and the like 
abilities, to supply his place. Our 
respect for his memory cannot be 
better shown than in our kind re- 
gard to the lovely family which he 
has left in sorrow. 

Brethren of the Laity, who com- 
pose the great Christ’s Church; as 
ministers of Christ, we are but 
your servants for his sake. Our 
duty it is, to labour faithfully in 
the Lord: but to you under God, 
must we look for the fruit of our 
toils. If we have food and rai- 
ment, it must be from your own 
hands. If we are blessed in our 
ministry, it is most likely to be in 
answer to your prayers. If our 
Churches increase, it can only be 
by the submission of your hearts 
to God’s righteousness. If we 
carry the Gospel to other parts, it 
is you who, through God’s bles- 
sing, must strengthen our hand.— 
Without yeur co-operation, our 
labours, our efforts, are all in vain. 
But this, from past experience, 
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we may still hope for. The lay 
members of our Churches in this 
Diocess, are generally entitled to 
much praise, for their affectionate 
regard for the pastors who labour 
among them; and for their readi- 
ness when called ufion to contribute 
for missionary purposes. 

Another topic on which duty 
compels me to add precept upon 
precept, is love and unity among 
ourselves. ‘Love is the fulfilling 
of the law;”? nor can any one walk 
as a Christian, who does not “fol- 
low after the things which make 
for peace.” As we regard the 
interest of religion, and the pros- 
perity of the Church, let every 
thing like party spirit be avoided. 
Few things can more deeply injure 
the Church than those censures 
and criminations which directly or 
indirectly are too often cast upon 
particular descriptions of our bre- 
thren. Happily in this Diocess 
unanimity has thus far prevailed. 
We know yet from experience but 
little of those distinctions which 
are oftener made, than fairly un- 
derstood; and which, except they 
are made with caution, and in 
Jove, lead to enmity and discord. 
It is among my greatest comforts 
that our people in this Diocess 
are so united in all essential points 
of sound doctrine, and good order. 
They are faithful, it is believed in 
declaring the whole counsel of 
xod. And in none of the United 
States is there a more conscien- 
tious attention to the rules and re- 
strictions prescribed and laid upon 
them by those in authority. And 
in these things we hope and pray 
that they will ever persevere. 
Supposing, what many believe, 
that some few of these restrictions 
are to say the least, injudicious, 
and that in some degree they pre- 
vent our usefulness, and the growth 
of our communion, still submission 
to them is the less evil. Almost 
any advantage at the-expense of 








peace and union would be dearly 
bought. “Truth is of an awful 
presence, and never to be insulted 
by direct opposition; but even 
truth is sometimes content to re- 
main unnoticed, while we pay our 
respects to her sister Charity.” 
The present is an age of scrutiny, 
investigation, and eager attempts 
at improvement in every thing. 
This makes it necessary that 
Christians should be cautious, 
lest novelty and change be mis- 
taken for improvement. In reli- 
gion there is no improvement pos- 
sible, but that of being more and 
more conformed to the perfect 
standard of God’s word; which is 
the religion of Protestants. For 
such improvement there is nodoubt 
still space abundant, both in 
Churches and individuals. And 
if we are behind others in restor- 
ing the gospel ministrations to 
their primitive simplicity and 
truth, our numbers will be few. 
Our duty is to follow after chari- 
ty, and chiefly to take heed, 
each one to himself, that our life 
be orthodox, and our hearts evan- 
gelical. Let each one of us exer- 
cise his ministry, and perform his 
duty in the Church, according to 
the wisdom and grace given him; 
and be exceedingly cautious how 
we censure our Christian brethren, 
or “judge another man’s servant.” 
We cannot be truly disciples oi 
Christ, except we “follow peace 
with all men.’’ Censoriousness is 
a species of persecution, as un- 
charitable in its nature, and per- 
haps as pernicious in its effects, as 
burning at the stake. It is one of 
the blessed signs of the times that 
the age of persecution, is swiftly 
passing away. The Lord we 
trust, is pouring out upon his 
Church, a- spirit of Evangelical 
truth and love, which its opposers 
will not be able wholly to gainsay 
or resist. The disciples of the 
meek and humble Jesus, are be- 
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coming more sensible that they are 
indeed brethren, connected by the 
most endearing bonds of affection; 
and they are becoming more dis- 
pesed to unite in whatever will pro- 
mote the glorious cause,—the stu- 
pendous work of our common sal- 
vation. The perfection of Christi- 
anity is that love which worket® 
mo ill, and for that let us strive. 
But while we follow peace with 
all men, exercising unbounded 
charity towards others, we are 
bound to be strict with ourselves, 
and to stand fast in the true faith 
of Christ. At the present time 
liberality is a word which seems to 
be substituted for charity; and it 
behoves us to beware lest it should 
be a “wolf in sheef’s clothing.” If 
it be indeed charity, we cannot too 
much esteem and follow it. But 
Christian charity neither requires 
nor admits of any laxity in our faith 
or practice. It does not consist in 
word and tongue, but in deed and 
truth, Sectarian love, praising and 


extolling our own party, and those 
who agree with us in sentiment, 
while we (indirectly at least) stig- 


matize, or cast a shade over 
others, is the reverse of charity. 
Indifference respecting articles of 
belief, is not charity. To sup- 
pose it unessential what Church 
we belong to and what doctrines 
and manner of worship we em- 
brace, is not charity: we must be- 
lieve what God has taught, and we 
must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. Itis not Christian charity 
to suppose that wicked men or un- 
believers, because they fell in a fa- 
vourite war, or have been popular 
and successful in their political ca- 
reer, are therefore sure of heaven. 
Charity indeed fAopieth all things; 
and it is not her province to judge 
what is the state of those who 
have departed this life:—she re- 
signs them to the hands of a 
righteous God. Her concern is 
with the living; and the living she 
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will never deceive with a false 
hope; she faithfully teaches that 
the way of life eternal is “repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It is one, and a very distinguish- 
ing mark of what is called liberali- 
ty to denounce and war against 
creeds and articles of faith. What 
is said upon this subject has un- 
doubtedly excited prejudices a- 
gainst our Church and impeded 
our labours. On both sides of 
this question, the utility of creeds, 
there seems to be some misunder- 
standing of its true nature. If the 
Scriptures teach any thing, they 
teach that faith is necessary to our 
salvation: we must believe what is 
taught us of Jesus Christ, or we 
have no promise of future blessed- 
ness in his heavenly kingdom. And 
if we must believe, it is evidently 
necessary that we receive as true 
and essential to our salvation some 
fparticular articles of faith. It 
would be something worse than 
absurd to suppose it necessary to 
believe in Christ, and yet not ne- 
cessary to believe any thing in 
particular respecting him. But if 
there be some points, or facts, or 
doctrines (whatever they are) ne- 
cessary to be believed, these are 
articles of faith; and of any one such 
we may say what the Scriptures 
say of faith generally, “He that 
believeth not shall be damned.’’ 
And though, through fear of 
wounding delicate ears we use 
softer language, I see not how any 
one can faithfully preach the gos- 
pel without setting forth some 
particular doctrines of Christ 
which they who would be saved 
must believe. Even the fault of 
the Athanasian Creed, which is so 
much condemned, is in being too 
particular. For supposing the 
articles of that creed to be no 
other or more than the Scriptures 
make necessary to the Christian 
faith, what is called the damnatory 
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part, and gives so much offence, is 
but the plain language of God’s 
word. 

True it is, and happily it is a 
truth of which Christians are con- 
tinually becoming more sensible, 
that no man or number of men may 
impose articles of faith on others. 
All may, and they should search 
the Scriptures for themselves.— 
But they may do more than this. 
Ministers of Christ may teach, 
what, after careful examination, 
they believe to be the essential 
truths of the gospel; and may en- 
deavour, by arguments and persua- 
sion, to impress them upon the 
minds of others. And still further, 
it is right, and may be useful, for 
a number of Christians, the more 
the better, to agree in acreed; i.e. 
in other words, to unite in declar- 
ing publicly what in their view the 
Scriptures teach as necessary to 
be believed. ‘Their creed is not 
indeed obligatory on others, except 


as being a selection of the most es- 


sential parts of God’s word. But 
if, as the fact is and ought to be, 
the opinion of one preacher, or 
Jearned Divine has influence in de- 
termining the minds of people re- 
specting the doctrines of Christ, a 
thousand preachers and ten thou- 
sand Divines united in this testi- 
mony, ought to have certainly as 
much influence. It has become 
very popular, and of course very 
common, to view creeds as human 
compositions, opposed to the Bi- 
ble; and to contend, in opposition 
to all articles of belief, that the 
holy Scriptures are the only stand- 
ard of faith. But how does this 
decide,—or even affect the present 
question? No Protestants deny 
that the Scriptures are the only 
standard of belief. The great 
question is, what do the Scriptures 
teach? It is about the meaning of 
the Bible that Christians chiefly 
dispute and disagree. And when 
men subscribe to articles, it is but 
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a declaration, that, in their belief, 
those articles are a part of what 
the Scriptures teach as necessary 
to be received. Men who acknow- 
ledge the truth, and the authority 
of the Scriptures, irreconcilably 
differ respecting what they teach. 
Some believe that Christ is in a 


Proper sense the Son of God; even 


of the same nature as the Father; 
that by him all things were made, 


and that he is to be worshipped as 


“the Lord from heaven.’’ Others 
maintain that he is but a human 
being; that he had no existence till 
thousands of years after the worlds 
were made; and that to worship 
him, is idolatry. The former be- 
lieve that he put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself; that through 
the merits of his cross our repent- 
ance becomes effectual to the par- 
don of our transgressions; and our 
faith, to our justification and ac- 
ceptance with God. The others 
reject this as absurd and abomi- 
nable. They hold that Christ’s 
death is useful to us only as a con- 
firmation of his doctrine, and a 
good example. Now how can 
these unite as Christians who are 
not agreed respecting the God 
they are to worship; the essential 
character of their Saviour, nor the 
doctrines of his cross? If we were 
to consider all as Christians who 
acknowledge the Scriptures to be 
true, however they understand 
them, the Christian faith would be 
any thing or nothing as people 
choose to profess. 

There could be no distinction 
between the Church and the world; 
—between believers and _ unbe- 
lievers. They would not be dis- 
tinguished even by receiving the 
sacraments; for many who receive 
the Bible as revealed truth, main- 
tain that it does not require of 
Christians any visible, or material 
sacraments. 

It is useful then, if not neces- 
sary that each Church, or still bet- 
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ter if a number of Churches, by 
conventional compact agreein such 
articles of faith arid of discipline, 
as they conscientiously believe are 
essential to Christianity, and will 
tend to union and peace. These 
articles should be few, and ex- 
pressed chiefly in the language of 
the Scriptures;—they should be 
only those few essential revealed 
truths, which are clearly taught in 
the Scriptures, and are most pe- 
culiar to Christianity. 

It has been in all ages the error 
of Ecclesiastical councils to legis- 
late too much, and too minutely. 
And to attempt also authoritative- 
ly to bind their decisions upon the 
consciences of men. Such legisla- 
tion commonly defeats the object 
in view: an attempt to restrain men 
when Christ has made them free, 
produces not harmony, but dis- 
cord. We are not bound to re- 
ceive doctrines merely because 
they are commended or set forth 
by a council, however numerous, 
of uninspired men. The Bible is 
truly the Christian’s creed. If we 
make canons at variance with 
God’s word, they are of course un- 
constitutional; they are. null and 
void of obligation. The way to 
preserve peace is the exercise of 
true liberality. By attempting to 
stretch or cut others to our own 
length;—to compel all in minute 
things to think and act alike, we 
increase and multiply divisions. 
We shall be most united, and most 
successful, when we agree, as far 
as truth will admit, to let each one 
promulgate the doctrines of life, 
and follow Christ in that way 
which best agrees with his own 
faith and conscience. 

But I am extending these re- 
marks, it is feared, beyond the 
limits of your patience.—So far as 
they are correct, let them guide us 
in our present deliberations. Let 
it be considered that the object of 
his, our convening, is nothing 
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less than thé honour of God, the 
building up of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom; and the salvation of man- 
kind. And let it not be forgotten, 
that “except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain who 
build it; except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh in vain. 
Let us endeavour to be duly sen- 
sible of our dependence, and de- 
voutly to seek the favour of God’s 
holy protecting Providence. 

I will only add that it is my 
desire and request, that neither this 
Convention, nor any of this Dio- 
cess, will from feelings of delicacy 
towards me, refrain from proposing 
or from carrying into effect, any 
measure or measures for the bene- 
fit of the Church. My acceptance 
of the appointment to this import- 
ant, and very difficult office and 
ministry, was under a deep sense 
of my disqualifications for such a 
work; being influenced by the criti- 
cal and very peculiar circumstan- 
ces of our Churches,(which though 


few in number, and in a very broken 
state, providentially were led to 
form this union,) that we might not 


wholly lose the ground which was 
so happily gained. But I was then, 
and still am determined to retire 
from the office, should the good of 
the Church require it; or to accede 
to such division of the labours, or 
such other arrangements, as will 
best promote its prosperity. 

Whether I ever meet you again 
on thelike occasion, must of course 
be doubtful. This may be my last 
address tothe Eastern Diocess; and 
let it assure you of my grateful 
sense of a thousand favours; of my 
increasing affection and concern for 
these churches, and of my prayer 
(to be continued I trust till my 
latest breath,) that God will bless 
them. 

ALEXANDER V. GriswoLD. 
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From the Philadelphia Recorder. 
Extracts from the Address ef Bish2p 

Chase, delivered Monday eventng, De- 

cember 25,1826. 

It is well known that the person, 
who now addresses you, has been, 
for many years past, endeavouring 
to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
as our settlements were extending 
into the new countries, westward 
of these United States. | 

It is well known, that, in effect- 
ing this, the interests of the Bible 
have been united to those of learn- 
ing in general: and that a college 
has been founded, chiefly by foreign 
bounty, in which, not only the min- 
isters of the gospel may be trained 
in studies peculiar to their sacred 
profession, but young men design- 
ed for all other professions may, 
on terms the most moderate, be 
educated in the useful arts and 
sciences. 

It is also well known, that, to 
aid in the accomplishment of this 
benevolent plan, a subscription has 
been opened in the Atlantic states, 
and that it meets with universal 
approbation; and, so far as it has 
been circulated, with success. 

All this is well; but there are 
some other things which are not 
known;—but which, if well known, 
might serve to glorify Ged, and 
promote the ends we have in view 
The subject matters alluded to are 
chiefly those which relate 

ist. To the destitute condition 
of the new settlers of our Western 
Country, as it respects the means 
both of Religion and Learning. 

2ndly. The evident tokens of the 
divine approbation and support 
which a merciful Providence has 
afforded to our feeble endeavours 
to supply our necessities. 

1. Widely extensive as is the 
circulation of intelligence through- 
out our country, there are some 
things which seldom meet the pub- 
lic eye. Among these are the 
wants and necessities of Christian 
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who move from the old to the new 
settlements. Little did they know 
before they went thither of what 
they had there to suffer; and, now 
they are there, little do those whom 
they have left behind—little do you, 
my hearers, know, or even suspect 
what they are suffering, for the 
lack of that moral and spiritual 
food which sustains the mind and 
the soulofman. They have plung- 
ed into the woods, 2s into a deep 
and mighty sea, and there they are 
forgotten. The Heathen in India 
are more noticed and cherished in 
the public affections than they.— 
Those of our communion in par- 
ticular, have had reason. to weep 
and mourn in consequence of this 
neglect. All other denominations 
have had some partial supply of 
their wants, but none, or the least 
of all, ours. Like flowers trans- 
planted, they daily lose, by a dire 
necessity, their Christian fra- 
grance. The shades which cover 
them are deep even unto despair; 
so deep as to prove impervious to 
the rays of learning—yea, almost 
impervious to the light of the Sun 
of Righteousness; they wither, they 
droop, they die. 

Most of them, having come from 
these Eastern states, and from Eu- 
ropean countries, and many of them 
from your most flourishing cities, 
they once enjoyed what you now 
enjoy; they once tasted what you 
now taste of the sweets of moral 
and religious science. But, unless 
something more is done for them, 
they are not likely ever more to 
taste these enjoyments, or to see 
them perpetuated on their posteri- 
ty.—Their children and their chil- 
dren’s children grow up, but they 
will be essentially different from 
their, forefathers. 

That this is no mistaken state- 
ment, I might appeal unto partic- 
ulars, and set down facts in great 
numbers, as they have occurred to 








my own Observation. One of this 








nature I select from my journal, 
written when the events recorded 
were recent and fresh on my mind, 
while seeking for the lambs of 
Christ’s fold in the new settle- 
ments of Ohio. It represents many 
others of our communion similar- 
ly situated at this day in our Wes- 
tern countries. 

“In company with Mr. Finley 
and Mr. Henderson, I reached on 
a certain night, the neighbourhood 
where they lived. I had been told 
that old Mr. Finley was sick; that 
he desired the consolations of re- 
ligion, and that the neighbourhood 
would be glad of my ministrations. 
I complied with the request; and 
the event proved that there was a 
particular providence in so doing. 

These people were principally 
from Ireland; and in their own 
country were what are called Eng- 
lish Protestants;—bred to a liberal 
and pious way of thinking, and to 
more than ordinary courteousness 
of deportment. Emigrating from 
their own, and coming to this coun- 
try in the early settlements of Ohio, 
they fixed themselves here in the 
woods, and underwent many priva- 
tions and hardships, incident to a 
new establishment. Their children 
grew up, and their families in- 
creased. 

Ardently attached to the Church 
of Christ, they could not but think 
of her and her pleasant things; 
though they had but little pros- 
pect of seeing her prosperity— 
Here they were isolated and alone, 
as sheep having no shepherd. 

Finley the elder, the old man of 
whom I shake, was still alive; yet 
only so alive that they were oblig- 
ed to raise him up to salute me as 
I approached his bed. As I took 
his hand, trembling with age and 
weakness, he burst into tears and 
‘sobbed aloud. The grateful effu- 
sions of his heart,.at the sight of a 
minister of the blessed Jesus, were 





made intelligible by the most af- 
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fecting ejaculations to God, his 
Maker, Saviour, and Sanctifier—~ 
“I see my Spiritual Father,” said 
he, “the Shepherd of the Flock of 
Christ, of whom I have always 
considered myself and the little 
lambs around me, the members; 
but too unworthy, I feared, to be 
found and soughtin this manner.— 
Oh, sir, do I live to see this hap- 
py day? Yes, ’tis even so! Blessed 
Lord, Holy Jesus! Thou who 
camest in great humility to seek 
and to save that which was lost, 
receive the tribute of a grateful 
heart. Now let thy servant de- 
part in peace.”” As the venerable 
man spake forth the effusions of 
his mind, in words like these, he 
bowed his grey hairs, and begged 
the prayers and benedictions of the 
Church. They were afforded, and 
cold must that heart be, that un- 
der such circumstances, could re- 
fuse to be fervent. The visitation 
office was performed, in which the 
family, joined by the neighbours 
hastily assembled, participated. 

The branches of the family, and 
other persons in the vicinity, be- 
ing, though at a late hour, sent 
for, I proceeded to the work of in- 
struction. The nature and obli- 
gation of the Christian covenant in 
baptism, and as renewed in confir- 
mation and in the Lord’s Supper, 
was dwelt upon; and the little as- 
sembly dismissed with earnest ex- 
hortations, to seek in their pray- 
ers, the aid and direction of God’s 
Holy Spirit, to guide them ‘in the 
solemn duties to be performed in 
the morning. 

I went home with one of the sons 
of Mr. Finley, and after a short 
time devoted to sleep, at dawn of 
day I returned to the sick man’s 
bed. The family and friends came 
as quickly together, and the sun 
had scarcely begun to enliven the 
woods, when I again addressed my 
interesting audience. With what 
heartfelt pleasure—with | what 
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grateful exultation, did I now read 
in the countenances of this flock 
the effects of Gospel truth! Every 
face beamed with holy fear and 
love—that blessed compound, 
which speaks at once the modest, 
the believing, and the obedient 
Christian: and when I examined 
and called for the persons to be 
confirmed, eleven out of this little 
circle presented themselves. The 
office was begun, and they received 
the laying on of hands; after which 
the Holy Supper of our Lord was 
administered. 

In a cabin, with scarcely a pane 
of glass to let in the light of day, 
and floor of roughly-hewn planks, 
we knelt down together, and there 
the holy offices were performed. 
The patriarchal old man, having 
caused himself to be raised in his 
bed, gazed with unspeakable rap- 
ture on the scene before him. His 
tears only indicated what he felt. 
The symbols of his dear Redeemer 
were given and received. They 
were pledges of eternal joys in that 
world, whither he was so fast 
hastening. Giving him the epis- 
copal blessing, I took my leave and 
departed. My mind, however, 
did not—does not, soon leave 
them. I never shall forget the 
family and neighbourhood of the 
venerable Finley.” 

This is but one, and that quite 
an inadequate specimen, of many 
hundred cases of a similar nature, 
of persons belonging to our com- 
munion; who, though bred up in 
the enjoyment of all the means of 
learning and of grace, are now, 
either perishing for lack of the 
bread of life, or falling into the 
grave, leaving behind them no le- 
gacy for their children, but com- 
paratiye moral and religious dark- 
ness, 

It was to obviate evils like these 
that the undertaking which we 
have mentioned, was commenced. 
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masters, that our land might not 
perish for lack of knowledge—was 
the great object before me, the im- 
portance and necessity of which 
have been made more manifest by 
every day’sexperience. ~ 

2. But however important and 
necessary such a plan might be, 
yet no ability merely human could 
have crowned it with success. 

The evident tokens of the divine 
approbation and support, which a 
most merciful Providence afforded 
to our public endeavours, guided 
me in every step, and supported 
me under every difficulty. 

The fact of our appeal for aid in 
this great work, to our religious 
friends in England, is perhaps well 
known to every person in this as- 
sembly. It its also known, that 
this appeal was successful. But in 
what manner the peculiar difficul- 
ties which attended this enterprise 
were overcome, few are informed. 
If any knowledge, touching this 
point, will serve to promote the 
glory of God, by developing his 
mercy and goodness, (as has been 
suggested by friends, whose judg- 
ment I esteem) it ought not to be 
withholden. 

With what surprise will the 
minds of this audience be struck, 
at the simple statement of the real 


| fact, that God, who ruleth over and 


ordereth all things to his own 
glory, had so erdered the events of 
his divine providence, that the suc- 
cess of the plan for the Ohio Semi- 
nary, was secured two years before 
my visit to England! It was even 
so: and having been so, it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. The events 
and their circumstances, showing 
this, are as follows. 

In the winter of the year of our 
Lord 1819, I was consecrated in 
St. James’ Church, of this city.. 
Having repaired to Ohio, I spent 
the following summer in fulfilling 
the vows of my ministry, “in seek- 
ing for Christ’e sheep that were 
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dispersed abroad, and for his child- 
ren, who are in this naughty world, 
that they might be saved through 
Christ forever.” 

On my returning to. my family 
in the autumn, I found a great de- 
ficiency in the means I possessed 
for hiring of labourers on my little 
estate for the winter. My money 
I perceived was expended, and I 
knew not where to look for a sup- 
ply. My hirelings, therefore, were 
from necessity dismissed, and the 
labours of providing for the wants 
of my family, fell upon my own 
person, To thrash my grain, to 
prepare food and fuel, and to over- 
see all the minuter concerns of my 
household, were added to my ordi- 
nary duties of supplying in their 
turn four parishes, from ten to 
twenty miles apart, with ministeri- 
al services. 

Amidst this accumulation of 
complicated duty, when my person 
was bowed down with fatigue, my 
hands indurated with labour, and 
my mind oppressed with care, I 
received a letter from the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, of Boston, in the state of 
Massachusetts. This letter, to 
the expressions of the most affec- 
tionate regard, added the most 
anxious inquiries, not only of the 
state of the church in Ohio, but of 
the condition of my own domestic 
affairs. . It entreated to know what 
were my comforts and deficiencies; 
whence came, and what the a- 
mount of my-support. 

According to the tenor of these 
most friendly inquiries, my answer 
was as speedily and as frankly 
given. With great simplicity of 
heart, the good Dr. was made min- 
utely acquainted with the difficul- 
ties and trials into which it pleased 
God then to call me. This done, 
the circumstance that I had written 
the letter, passed out of my mind; 
till in the spring-of 1824, the fact 
was again brought to my recollec- 
tion, accompanied by very uncom- 
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mon circumstances; and to the 
cause which had carried me to 
England, the most important con- 
sequences followed. I had been in 
London during the preceding au- 
tumn and winter, oppressed witha 
cloud of difficulties; the nature and 
extent of which, it is not now ne- 
cessary to describe. The public 
eye had frowned upon me, and the 
returning smiles of a generous 
people, were slow and lingering. 
During this most critical period 
of my affairs, I was, by a merciful 
providence, made acquainted with 
that most excellent person, George 
W. Marriott, Esq. of London, and 
by him introduced to the notice of 
another person, most esteemed for 
her own disinterested benevolence, 
and for being the proper instru- 
ment of applying with faithfulness 
and judgment the benevolence of 
others. This lady was Miss D. 
Macfarlane, the daughter of the 
late Bishop of Iverness, in Scot- 
land. This introduction seemed al- 
together accidental but the event 
showed who was the author and di- 
rector of it. Being soon after in- 
vited to an interview with the lady 
mentioned, I was addressed by her 
in words of the following import: 
“Your coming to England at this 
time, is evidently most providen- 
tial; for it is to you I have been de- 
sirous of sending a legacy, long 
since bequeathed. Surprising as 
this may seem, yet it is true, that _ 
I hold in my hand a letter, which 
you, under great depression of 
worldly circumstances, wrote at 
your dwelling in Ohio, to the Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis of Boston. To him my 
honoured father, since deceased, 
then Bishop of Inverness, in Scot- 
land, had written, soliciting some 
authentic accounts of the American 
Bishops: these he wished might 
extend not only to their history 
and character in general, kpt to the 
minuter matters of their domestic 
relations, and to the means and 
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manner of their support. In reply 
to these inquiries of my father, Dr. 
Jarvis gave an answer in his own 
language concerning all but your- 
self: and for information. on this 
head he transmitted your own let- 
ter. This letter my father inclosed 
to me; and I received it here in 
London, amidst circumstances the 
most affecting and peculiar. With 
many other sincere friends, I was 
then an attendant on the sick bed 
of the dying John Bowdler, one of 
the most pious and distinguished 
philanthropists of the age. The 
lamp of natural life was nearly ex- 
tinct, but that of reasonable intel- 
lect and of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ was shining in his bosom 
with all its accustomed brightness. 
He saw and understood all things 
about him; and when he perceived 
me affected at the contents of the 
letter just received from my father, 
he earnestly desired himself to be 
made acquainted with the same. 
As the letter was read he listened 
with great eagerness and sympa- 
thy. “I am fast hastening to the 
grave,’ said he. “What is done 
must be done quickly. Of my 
estate, I have disposed all, accord- 
ing to my best judgment:—all but 
a trifle yet remaining in my purse. 
Take this,’”’ said he to me, “and by 
some sure means send it to the 
Bishop of Ohio, with John Bowd- 
ler’s dying blessing.” “This,” 
added the good lady, “is the result 
of this very extraordinary matter. 
I have been providentially prevent- 
ed from sending the bequest, and 
now present it in person.” As I 
did not go to England ta receive 
private donations, which would 
have marred the fair face of my 
public errand, I thought it my du- 
ty to decline taking this legacy: of 
course, I never knew the amount. 
The lady was requested to retain 
it, and with it purchase plate meet 
for the administration of the Lord’s 





Supper in our college chapel. The 
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plate was prepared in due time, 
and an inscription, commemorat- 
ing the donor, composed by the 
Bishop of St. David’s now Bishop 
of Salisbury, was engraved on it. 

The effect of this display of Di- 
vine goodness on my own mind, I 
will not, for I cannot, describe. 
But I deem it for the glory of God 
to add, that it gave birth to a great 
portion of my subsequent prespe- 
rity in England. By it, as with a 
supernatural hand, Miss Macfar- 
lane was enlisted my friend; and 
through her instrumentality, the 
excellent Lady Rosse and many 
others were made my fast friends, 
and contributed so munificently to 
the support of the Ohio cause. 
They gave—from the best and most 
benevolent of principles they gave— 
because they saw the hand of God 
in our endeavours. They gave, 
but let us remember, they gave to 
the fermanend support of our Se- 
minary, not for the erection of its 
buildings.—“These,”” said they, 
“your own country should afford. 
When you shall have acquainted 
them, as you have acquainted 
us, with the merits of your cause, 
they will support you in its full 
completion: they will erect your 
buildings, and crown you with suc- 
cess. Your cloudy morning is 
over; the splendour of the noontide 
success will soon be yours. And 
may the Sun of Righteousness gild 
the evening of your days.”? This 
was the advice, and this the bene- 
diction of our English benefac- 
tors. Oh! that we might be wor- 
thy of the one, and have grace to 
follow the other! 





For the Repertory. 
EPHES. vi. 10-17.,—1. THES. v. 8. 
Now joy to the warrior, full-arm’d for 
the fight, 
Whose breast-plate is strong, and whose 
helmet is bright! 
Unconquered, undaunted, his sword he 





shall wield, 
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For the might of his Captain, uplifts his 
broad shield. 


Oh! broadly and ‘proudly his red ban- 
ner streams, 
And bright in the sun-beams his polish’d 
mail gleams; 
And high in his bosom, the warrior’s 
flush glows, 
As he looks in the wide-spreading camp 
of his foes. 


And what is the hope that enkindles 
his eye? 
It stoops not to rest on the battle-field’s 


Joy: 
fut soft to his bosom its holy joys come, 
As he looks on the hill-top that points to 
his home. 


When fiercely the darts of the foe- 
man are hurl’d, 
Why smiles he, unmoved by the rage of 






New Publications. 
Controversy between Caius Gracchus 
and Gpimiuypip reference to the Ameri- 
can Society for colonizing the Free Peo- 
ple of Colour of the United States. First 
published in the Richmond Enquirer.— 
Georgetown, D.C. James C. Dunn.— 
1827. 8vo.pp.118. 624 cents. 

Analytical Dictionary.—M. Cheloni, of 
Leghorn, has lately published a speci- 
men of a mode of facilitating the study 
of languages, by means of an Analytical 
Dictionary, in which they are reduced 
to a small number of fundamental words, 
classed according to the nature of the 
subjects they express, and to the use 
which is made of them in speech; te 
which catalogue of the most common 
words, others having relation to them 
are gradually added.— Christian Ob. 

Herculaneum Manuscripte.—The Ca- 
non Jorio, of Naples, has recently pub- 
lished an analysis of the labours of many 
past years on the manuscripts found at 
Herculaneum, and of the means adopted 
to unrolthem. One of the most remark- 


able of the discoveries which have been 
recently made, is that of a manuscript 
by Philodemus, attributing to Theoph- 
rastus the Treatise on Polity which has 
to this day been ascribed to Aristotle: 
Linea papyri are ready for publication. 
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a world ? 

Tho’ hated and hunted, despised and ab- 
horr’d, 

“He bears in his body the marks of his 
Lord.”’ 


Tho’ wounded ‘and wearied, “ per- 

plexed” and oppress’d, 

He stops not to parley, he stops not to 
rest: 

Thro’ field and thro’ valley, thro’ flame 
and thro’ flood, 

He marches right onward, rejoicing in 
blood ! 


Ere the last golden gleam of the slow- 

setting sun, 

The plain shall be pass’d, and the battle 
be won:— 

Now joy to the warrior, full-arm’d for 
the fight, 

Whose breast-plate is strong, and whose 
helmet is bright! 


Leipsic Fair.—It is stated, that no 
fewer than three hundred and ninety-one 
booksellers met at the last Easter Fair at 
Leipsic; and that two thousand three 
hundred and seventy-four new works 
were exhibited, written in German or in 
the ancient languages, besides atlasses, 
romances, dramatic pieces, musical com- 
positions, &c.—Jb. 


“Christian Spectator, New Series, by an 
Association of Gentlemen.—With the 
commencement of another year it is pro- 
posed to begin a New Series of the 
Christian Spectator. This measure is 
deemed expedient for the following rea- 
sons. The edition of some of the earlier 
volumes being now nearly exhausted, 
very few complete sets can be furnished 
to subscribers; and if the fact were other- 
wise, few persons are willing to incur 
the expense of eight back volumes at 
the commencement of their subscription, 
while at the same time they are not sa- 
tisfied with the possession of an incom- 
plete series. But more especially, the 
measure is adopted with a view to some 
improvements in the work which have 
‘ been thought desirable. 

The Plan of the New Series will em- 








brace, 
I. Retrerous CoMMUNICATIONS, Con- 
sisting, as heretofore, of Doctrinal Dis- 
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cussions, Devotional Essays, Biblical 
Criticisms, &c. 

II. Miscettaxneous ComMUNICATIONS. 

Ill. TuroLrogican Cottections. In 
the polemic and other writings of past 
times there exists much excellent mat- 
ter which is not generally accessible to 
modern readers. To make these wri- 
tings serviceable to the present age is 
the object of this department. We 
hope to furnish a repertory,—not for 
merely curjous and isolated paragraphs; 
but for the most select thoughts of ven- 
erable authors; and thus in some degree 
to supply the deficiencies of most pri- 
vate libraries. ‘I'othose who have no 
leisure to explore ancient volumes, or 
no accessto them, it is believed that 
this will be found not the least valuable 
portion of our work. 

IV. Reviews. This department will 
be somewhat more extended and full 
than it has heretofore been. 

V. Seveot Lirenranrr INTELLIGENCE. 

VI. Lists or New PusticatTions,— 
including select lists of foreign works 
reprinted in this country. 

VII. Monrary Recorv. Amidst a mul- 
titude of news-papers, weekly and daily, 
a monthly publication is too tardy a ve- 
hicle for intelligence. News-papers 
however, being soon destroyed, preserve 
nothing ina state of record; or if they 
do, it is in a condition too diffuse, scat- 
tered, and uncertain, for convenient re- 
ference. Instead therefore of Religious 
Intelligence and Public Affairs, we de- 
sign hereafter to give a condensed re- 
cord of events. Rejecting what is mere 
rumour and unimportant detail, we shall 
preserve only what is worthy of remem- 
brance in the passing year. By this 
means room will be redeemed for more 
important matter, while at the same 
time the value of this department will be 
enhanced. 

VIII. Onprnatioxns anp INSsTALLA- 
TIONS. | 

IX. Ontrvariss, 

Of the character of the Christian Spec- 
tator it can hardly be necessary to speak 
at this period ofits existence. The doc- 
trines it inculcates are those of the Re- 
formation; and its conductors pledge 
themselves that it shall disseminate no 
opinions subversive of those doctrines.— 
At the same time, they are the advocates 
of free discussion, They believe that 
opinions can be fairly tested only by un- 
embarrassed argument; that it is thus 
alone that truth can be made to take the 
place of error, and conviction the place 
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of doubt; and that all experience shows 
that it is by a candid interchange of 
views, on points of difference,» and not 
by a supposed prudent concealment, or 
charitable reserve, that Christians can 
be brought to recognise each other as 
the holders of a common faith. In a 
word, free inquiry is the great privilege 
of Protestantism; and keeping them- 
selves to this motto, the conductors of 
the Christian Spectator will freely ex- 
press their own views, while they cheer- 
fully concede the same right to others. 
It is superfluous to add, that they are 
not to be regarded as adopting in all ca+ 
ses the sentiments of their correspon- 
dents. In the reviews alone they will 
speak officially; and for opinions there 
maintained they will hold themselves re- 
sponsible;—yet as a review is the pro- 
duction of an individual, there will often 
occur shades of sentiment, and modes of 
expression, which they will choose to 
admit through courtesy to a coadjutor, 
rather than to modify them to an exact 
accordance with their own feelings. 

With this statement of its principles, 
the work is now respectfully commend- 
ed to Christian patronage. Above all is 
it commended to the great Head of the 
Church;—to his service it is humbly de- 
dicated; may he make it#eminently 2 
blessing to his kingdom.” 

This we consider among the most val- 
uable periodical publications of our coun- 
try. It has already an extensive patron- 
age, and deservedly a very high reputa- 
tion. While we differ from the Editors 
and their correspondents, in several lead- 
ing features of their religious system, we 
feel highly gratified with the charitable 
spirit which pervades even those articles 
most decidedly sectarian’ We cannot 
avoid being struck by the contrast be- 
tween this and several other Presbyte- 
rian publications of the present day, in 
regard to its ingenuous, mild, and Chris- 
tian spirit. The improvements propos- 
ed for the new series, we think, will add 
much to its value, and no doubt extend 
its circulation and increase the prospect 
of permanency.—[Ed. 


St. Chrysostom on the Priesthood.—Mr. 
E. Littell of this city, has just published 
a translation of this hitherto scarce, and 
almost inaccessible book The transla 
tion has been made by the Rev. H. M. 
Mason, rector of St. John’s Church, Fay- 
etteville, N. C. in a neat manner, and in 
a pleasant and attractive style. The few 
notes appended to it, display considera- 
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ble erudition, and are creditable to their | 
The motives which led him to | 


author. 
undertake the translation, are thus stated 
by the author in his preface. ; 

“The treatise upon the priesthood; 


conducted in the form of a dialogue, has | 


always beenin high estimation, for the 
lively and spirited manner in which it 
displays the nature, dignity end power of 
the sacred order; and now, when a right 
ttnderstanding of these is looked upon, 
ly a great part of the Christian world, as 
@ subject of but little, if any importance, 
the perusal of such a man as St. Chrysos- 
tom’s opinions may serve to recall, not 
only to the minds of tlie laity, but even 


thany of the clergy themselves, the great | 
dignity, the high and apostolic authority, | 


as well as awful responsibility of those 
who are lawfully called to minister in ho- 
ly things, and to preside over the heritage 
of God. We are seldom inclined to be- 
lieve that what has attracted our own at- 
tention is undeserving that of others, and 
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our country, and which bid fair to femové 
all the landmarks of our religion. A guod 
translation of the Ecclesiastical History 
of Eusebius, for instance, would be of 
great service at the present time. The 
same might be said of other works. 
(Church Register: 


The Churchman’s Magazitie, whicfi. 
was edited by the late lamented Doctor 
Bronson, we perceive has been discon 
tinued, together with the Gospel Advo< 
cate, published at Boston, and theif 
place substituted by a weekly religious 
paper, to be entitled “Episcopal Watch- 
man,” to be published on the same day 
of the week in Boston, Hartford, Mid¢ 
dletown, and New Haven. 


Miisic adapted to the new collection of 
Hymns.—In the coflection of Hymns late< 
ly authorized by the General Conven- 
tion, there is every variety of metre; and 
consequently none of the ordinary col- 


the pleasure and admiration with which 
the translator first read the work, might | 
sufficiently account for his attempt to | 


Fections of Music will be found suffici- 
ently extended to answer the purposes 
of worship, where those H7nins are in¢ 





make the public, especially the clergy, 
acquainted with it in their native tongue, | 
But his principal inducement is to be | 
found in the place which has been given | 
it by the General Convention of the Pro- | 


testant Episcopal Church, as the first in | 
order among the only three boaks, on the | 
duties of the pastoral oifice, recommend- 
ed to the students of divinity in that 
church. In entering upon their theolo- 
gical pursuits, young men are seldom so 
well prepared itt Greek as to render the 
perusal of an author, in that language, 
any thing more than a means of impfo- 
ving their knowledge of it; had it been 
otherwise, the present translation might 
never have appeared; so difficult, so im- 
possible is it faithfully to give the force 
and beauty of the original. If St. Chry- 
sostom is to be read by students, he must 
be put into English, or is likely not to be 
read at all. In executing his task, the 
translator can truly say that it is done 
from the original Greek.’? 

As he has shown himself thus qualified 
we hope the author will improve his lei 
sure hours in bringing before modern 
readers, others of the writings of the. 
Fathers. <A valuable selection of tracts 
might be made to follow each other at 
moderate intervals, and if judiciously 
chosen, and well translated, might con- 
tribute in no small degree, in correcting 
4 portion, at least, of that multitude of 


troduced. We have noticed with great 
pleasure, that a collection of Music, a- 
dapted to those Hymns, is in progress, 
undér the direction of Rev. Dr. Wain- 
wright, of New York, and Rev, Mr. Muh- 
lenburg, lately of this diocess; and from 
the well-known abilities and taste of both 
those gentlemen, we anticipate a collec- 
tion of appropriate tunes, matked for 
their simplicity and chasteness. ‘There 
are very few really good collections of 
Music for the ordinary worship of our 
congregations, While thefe is im exist: 
ence, and in use, 2 most appalling mas¢ 
of the most intolerable trash. There is 
one small, but excellent collection, pub- 
lished in this cit by T. Loud, organist 
of St. Andrew’s Church; but like most 
of our collections, ft is only adapted to 
the metres generally in sé. We shall 
hail the appearance of the Collectios 
with pleasure; as made under sach fa- 
vourable auspices; and we hope, that 
both it, and the Hymns themselves, will 
be speedily before the public. 
[Philadelphia Recorders 


Aniputation of Teeth.—It is stated in 
the Western Statesman, published aft 
Columbus, Ohio, that a surgeon from this 
country, who has recently settled in Lon 
don, has discovered a new mode of giv- 
ing relief in that very painful affectioriy 
the tooth-ache. This remedy consists iff 
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neck, just below the surface of the gums, 
so as to take off the hollow in which the 
nerve, the organ of sensibility and pain, 
isexpanded. The operation is very sim- 
ple: it is performed by a kind of forceps 
of peculiar construction; no pain attends 
it, and there is no danger of breaking the 
tvoth, however much it may be decayed. 





The cutting edges of the forceps are 


made to fit accurately the necks of the 
teeth, and when the handles are pressed 
firmly together, instantly the tooth snaps 
off, and all pain goes with it, leaving 
within the jaw a firm smooth base for 
'mastification. Mr. Fay, the discoverer, 
and inventor of the forceps, has received 
ja large silver medal from the London 
| Society of Arts. 
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Religious Xutelligeuce. 


SPANISH AMERICA, 

Vr. Brigham’s Report respecting the re- 
ligious state of Spanish America. 
{Concluded from p. 184.]} 

Having given a partial sketch of 
the church in each of the repub- 
lics separately, and shown how it 
has been affected by the revolu- 
tion, I proceed, as proposed, to 
mention some of the Religious 
Practices and Ceremonies, common 
to their churches generally. 

Entering a Catholic country, the 
first object which strikes you in 
their religion, next to their nume- 
rous churches, is the cross, which 
every where meets the eye. It is 
seen on the top of every high hill, 
on all the steeples and towers, in 
every dwelling.house and shop, in 
their prisons, custom-houses, 
mints, halls of legislation, and, 
seen or unseen, is suspended from 
the neck of nearly every subject in 
the land.* 

Entering their flouses,. if you 
hear any thing said of religious 
duties, it is of their attendance at 
mass, (church service) said by a 
priest or friar in Latin. In all the 
churches, this is daily said at the 
rising of the sun, and on the Sab- 
bath and other feast-days is repeat- 
ed at mid day. To this service in 
an unknown tongue, many attend 


*It isnot very common in South Ame- 
rica now, to put the cross on public 
buildings; but in Mexico, it is in all the 
places mentioned, and often small ima- 
ges with it. 


every day, and all classes, clothed 
in black, are sure to be present on 
feast days, by which they mean 
those days when labour is prohib- 
ited, including the Sabbath, and 
anniversaries of many distinguish- 
ed saints. 

This service generally continues 
for fifteen or twenty minutes, du- 
ring which time the congregation 
kneel before the great altar where 
the mass is read and incense burn- 
ed. It must be understood that 
their churches, immense as they 
are, are wholly without pews or 
slips, often without seats of any 
kind, or any objects through the 
centre, except long rows of hewn 
pillars, connected by arches, or 
hung with paintings. ~ 

I will add, too, in this place, as 
illustrating the interior of their 
churches and forms of worship, that 
along the sides of these spacious 
buildings are a series of deep al- 
coves and niches, where images of 
different saints, richly dressed, are 
placed, before which are small al- 
tars, where deluded beings at all 
hours of the day may be seen in- 
voking aid. 

Go into one of those dark tem- 
ples at the time of vespers; see a 
few feeble lamps on the far-distant 
altar, throwing their pale rays on 
the image of a bleeding Saviour, 
and the long rows of apostles and 
martyrs; see the numerous paint- 
ings of saints and angels staring 








from every column, and looking 
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down from the high arches above; 
hear the deep slow tones of an un- 
seen organ, mingled with the 
mournful prayers of an aged monk 
in a tongue long since dead;—and 
you have at once the feelings 
which they mistake for the purest 
devotion. 

When the mass is ended, the 
congregation retire, each dipping 
his hand in the vase of holy water 
at the door, and crossing himself. 
On reaching their dwellings, which 
on feast days is generally before 
the hour of breakfast, the black 
dress of the church is exchanged 
for one of the most showy and ex- 
travagant, and they are prepared 
for visiting the coffee house, the 
promenade, the cockpit, the bull 
fights, orfor a drivein the country, 
as fancy may suggest, and in the 
evening they go to the theatre.— 
Thus passes the Sabbath through- 
out Spanish America, both with 
the priests and the people, and at 
night they lie down, thinking that 
they have served God faithfully in 
the morning, and afterwards had 
much innocent enjoyment. 

With all their numerous eccle- 
siastics, preaching is seldom heard 
among them, unless during the 
forty days of Lent, and on the an- 
niversary days of some distinguish- 
ed saints. 

The season of Lent is with them 
the solemn season. Throughout 
this period the theatre is closed, 
most of their diversions suspended 
and some are seen going about the 
streets with across of ashes on 
their foreheads to remind them of 
their mortality. If they have ob- 
tained no indulgence, they are, 
too, through this period, to abstain 
from animal food, and in the 
course of it, to make their annual 
confession to the priest. Sermons 
are now delivered in some of the 
churches every day, and during the 
last three of the forty, when they 
suppose the Saviour lay in the 








tomb, they are clothed in black; all 
business is stopped, the streets are 
empty and still, and silence and 
gloom pervade every object. 

At the close of the third day, 
the tomb is burst, the Saviour ri- 
ses, the bells begin to ring, guns 
are discharged, and rockets rising 
from every quarter, seem to fill 
the air. In the evening, images of 
Judas are brought out, and public- 
ly hung in the streets, beaten and 
stuned by the boys, and all their 
mourning is turned intojoy. Now 
they begin again their suspended 
pleasures, all exulting that the days 
of Lent are over. 

As I have said, they observe al- 
so as feast days, the anniversaries 
of some distinguished saints. For- 
merly these were far more nume- 
rous than the Sabbaths, but are 
now reduced in most places to 
eleven or twelve, 

On the anniversary day of any 
particular saint, for instance, that 
of St. Augustin, his image is 
brought out from the convent bear- 
ing his name, clothed in the habit 
of that order, is placed erect on 
something resembling a bier, and 
thus borne on the shoulders of men 
through the streets. Following 
this image is an immense con- 
course of people, the high clergy 
in robes of white satin and gold 
lace, the lower clergy in black, the 
various orders of monks in their 
peculiar habits, a train of youth in 
scarlet, bearing a tall silver cross 
and censer, then a retinue of laity 
with burning candles;—a full band 
of music, playing the while, and 
priests singing hymns in Latin. _ 

In one part of the procession, is 
carried under a silk canopy, the 
sacred wafer, or host, which re pre- 
sents the Deity. In another part 
is sometimes borne the Virgin 
Mary, clothed in the manner of 
the richest princess, with nume- 
rous jewels, and a crown of gold. 

In some places I have seen car- 
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ried four or five images of the 
same saint, exhibiting him at dif- 
ferent periods of his life. The 
first which passed represented him 
as an infant with its mother; the 
next as a gay, thoughtless youth, 
the next asa penitent; then he 
passes by as a priest in his robes; 
and lastly as a canonized saint with 
a crawn of silver. 

in the festivals of the patron 
saints, (the supposed local guar- 
dians or protectors,) that of St. 
Mariin at Buenos Ayres, St. Rosa 
at Lima, and St. Gaudecloupe at 
Mexico, the public authorities on 
fgot, with their six-mulg coaches 
trailing empty behind them, also 
join the procession, attended by 
several regiments of infantry and 
mounted cavalry in full uniform.—~ 
At this me the streets where the 
procession passes, are hung with 
flags, cloths ef crimson velvet, 
paintings, mirrors, and various 
other srnaments; all the bells are 
ringing, cannon roaring, and rock- 
ets bursting in every direction. 

I almost fear that you will think 
this picture, looking at it on pa- 
per, exaggerated; but you can be 
assured that it conveys no fullidea 
of thase gorgeous processions, so 
¢ommon in Spanish America. 

But what, you may well say, has 
all this to do with the religion of 
the heart? How can the splendid 
bauble think to please that ‘infinite 
Gad, who declares he “is a spirit, 
and that those who worship him 
musi worship him in spirit and in 
truth??? 

It is indeed a mystery, how the 
simple religion of Christ, the most 
simple of all systems, was ever 
transformed into such an unmean- 
ing show. But through pride and 
wealth it has undergone changes, 
until Christianity with them, has 
become nothing but a system of 
outward forms, without connection 
with the feelings or general con- 
fiuct. A religious man is made to 











SPANISH AMERICA. JAN. 


signify a practical observer of ce- 
remonies, let his lifein other res- 
pects be what it may. 

Having few or no Bibles to go 
to for correction, they seem to have 
lost sight, not only of the nature 
of spiritual worship, but of the 
proper method of gaining Diving 
assistance. Ifthey are in danger 
or distress, the idea of penitence, 
submission, and future obedience; 
seem never to be thought of, but 
the grand inqujry is, what. sacri- 
fice can be made to obtain relief? 

The dying miser, if conscious of 
guilt, bequeaths a sum to the 
church; the lady of rank, if sick, 
will vow, that if restored, she will 
wear a garment of sackcloth for 
haifa year; the gay youth for re- 
storation, will prose, perhaps, 
that she will as long atime abstain 
from dancing, or.going to the the- 
atre. Sometimes when exposed 
to sudden danger, or in times of 
earthquakes, they will apply tor- 
tures to their arms or feet, and 
place a crown of thorns on their 
heads. Some will fall down on 
the ground, beating their breasts, 
and calling on saints; others go 
through the streets bearing a huge 
cross, and confessing their sins 
aloud, 

I would not be understood as 
saying, that these are daily occur- 
rences, or are practised by all per- 
sons; still they are practices which 
do exist in almost every place, and 
toa great extent, and show us, 
how totally the nature of the 
Christian system is mistaken and 
abused. — 

They have, however, in their 
religion of ceremonies, some prac- 
tices of a more quiet and harmless 
character, and some which are in 
their design pleasing. Their mode 
of prayer at the cluse of the day, 
if but engaged in with seriousness, 
would be commendable. 

At the moment the sun sets, the 
great bell of the cathedral strikes 
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a single stroke, and is slowly fol- 
lowed by all the churches of the 
city; thus continuing the solemn 
sound for one or two minutes.— 
On hearing the first sound from 
the cathedral, as it were a voice 
from the sky, every man, woman 
and child, drops all employment, 
every coach stops, all on horse- 
hack dismount, every head is un- 
covered, and the streets hushed to 
the stillness of the grave. Look 
around on the multitude, and every 
lip is whispering its evening pray- 
er, every thought directed frofes- 
sedlyup to Him, who has given 
them the blessings of another day. 
Did not the next moment of 
mirth, and their general immoral- 
ity, show that this service is per- 
formed with thoughtless formality, 
it would be a service truly useful, 
as well as striking; and I have 
sometimes wished that it were in- 
troduced among us, where we have 
too many, who seldom pray, or 
think of the great Giver of all our 
mercies. 

Another practice commoa jn 
most families, is, for the mother to 
call her little children and servants 
around her at the close of the day, 
and with them recite their evening 
prayers in their own tongue.— 
Were not this too often directed 
to the Virgin Mary, instead of 
‘sHim who heareth prayer,’ and 
performed with 9 thoughiless ra- 
pidity, it would be of course what 
we should all approve. AndIam 
still happy to believe, that among 
this-class of worshippers there are 
some, who have indeed the Chris- 
tian temper, and improve well the 
little light which they enjoy. 

A practice common in all those 
countries of uncovering the head 
when passing a church door, or 
the picture of a saint, deserves less 
approbation; still worse is the 
practice of friars in most places 
carrying round the small framed 
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which the low orders are taught to 
kiss, and then contribute a trifle to 
support the ever-burning lamps in 
their convent chapel. 

The practice of burning lights, 
particularly before the portraits of 
saints, though common among all 
che lower classes, is peculiarly so 
amony the Catholic natives, 
Coming into the city on the even- 
ing before a feast, I have often met 
aged Indian women returning from 
market to their huts in the vicini- 
ty, each bearing two small wax 
candles, which she lights up before 
the little picture of Mary, and says, 
“Now the Virgin smiles on me, 
and wil] bless me.”’ 

Another practice grossly super 
stitious, very common in past 
times, and yet continued to some 
extent, is that of the friars sprink- 
ling dumb animals with holy water, 
and giving their benediction, to 
guard them against disease and 
other calamities. 

A few days before leaving Mexico, 
on the anniversary of San Antonio 


| Abad, I visited the convent of his 


name, and founded in honour of 
him. This saint was supposed to 
have unusual influence, in averting 
evils from dumb animals, and his 
successors are thought by the cre- 
dulous to inherit a share of the 
same influence. On this occasion, 
lambs, doves, parrots, lap-dogs,— 
all domestic animals, were brought 
in great numbers to receive a bene- 
diction. 

The most imposing and most 
revolting part of the ceremony, 
was that of blessing the horses, 
some of which, I learned belonged 
to the old nobility. These animals 
were ornamented with sashes of 
various colours, lashed over em- 
broidered blankets, or gaudy silk 
and crape shawls, their ears, limbs, 
and mane hid with bows of pink 
ribbon, and hoofs overspread with 
gold or silver leaf. 





image or picture of some saint, | 





Atlength the friar approached, 
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and went through the solemn 
mockery of sprinkling and bless- 
ing. The superstitious grooms 
then retired with their charge, 
happy as if assurance had been 
given that these animals should 
prosper through another year. 

Were it proper in this commu- 
nication, I might proceed still fur- 
ther with the relation of Catholic 
abuses: Imight describe the cus- 
tom of carrying the host.or sacra- 
ment to the dying; a custom which 
all must notice, as the coach which 
bears the host and officiating priest, 
is daily passing, attended not only 
with a procession singing and bear- 
ing lights, but with armed soldiers, 
that all in the streets may be made 
to kneel and uncover their heads. 
I might describe the practice of 
asking money to hire prayers for 
friends in purgatory, and the sol- 
emn days set apart to offer high 
mass for the souls of those fallen in 
battle. I might also describe their 
marriage ceremonies, the baptism 
of their infants, and their funeral 
solemnities, if solemnities they can 
be called;—but enough has been 
already said, to show you their 
general religious character, and 
lead you I trust, to pity their con- 
dition. 

Mr. Brigham closes his remarks 
as follows: 

Those whose business it is to 
prepare works of primary educa- 
tion, might render an important 
service, and without pecuniary 
loss, by translating and forwarding 
some of their works to Spanish 
America, where there is a lament- 
able deficiency. Other works of a 
higher character might also be 
sent. A_ historical Geography, 


holding up in a true light the situa- 
tion of different nations and their 
customs, the evils of monarchy, a 
sketch of our revolution, the nature 
of our federal and state govern- 
ments, of our schools, colleges, 
charitable institutions, and reli- 








gious freedom, would be purchased 
and read with avidity, and be wide- 
ly useful. 

But the great reforming work, 
which they most need, which they 
must have, or fail in their under- 
taking, is the Bible. Owing to 
Spanish and papal policy, few of 
these sacred books have ever found 
their way among them, until with- 
in the last five years; and even now, 
there are not ten thousand copies 
among fifteen millions of subjects. 
There are yet thousands of fami- 
lies, who never saw a leaf of this 
book, and who, though baptized in 
the name of Christ, are never ac- 
tuated by, and scarcely know a 
precept which he taught. Can 
such a people, think you, long en- 
joy civil freedom, and its attendant 
blessings? How long would our 
happy Union hold together, if this 
blessed book, with its restraining 
influence, were removed from a- 
mong us?’ We see how long, by 
looking to the ancient republics, 
and to the transient freedom of 
France, who threw away that hea- 
venly guide for the wisdom of Vol- 
taire. 

‘I would repeat it again and again, 
and would write it on the sky over 
their heads, that without a wide 
diffusion of the Scriptures, the South 
Americans will never become 80 en- 
lightened and purified, that their 
long blinded communities can be 
trusted with the rivht of general suf- 
Srage. 

Happy it is that some indivi- 
duals among them seem to feel this 
truth, and to encourage the circu- 
lation of the scriptures as widely as 
possible. In one country, (Colum- 
bia,’ a National Bible Society has 
been formed. 

But the number who feel the 
importance of circulating this 
treasure, is yet small, and consider- 
ing the difficulties of printing, it is 
feared that the mass must long be 
without it, and their liberties inse- 
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cure, unless this is furnished them 
from abroad. A great share of the 
business of supplying them with 
the scriptures, falls for the present 
on us,—on that glory of our land, 
the American Bible Society. Give 
that Society means enough, (which 
alas! she has not,) and she will 
send them thousands after thou- 
sands, this year, and the next, and 
the following, until every family 
shall read in their own tongue the 
wonderful works of God. 

But after all our theories of ge- 
neral intelligence, public virtue, 
free circulation of the scriptures, 
and other requisites of a free go- 
vernment, we must remember, that 
they will all fail unless the Ruler 
of Nations guide and bless the 
whole. It is the belief that God 
is moving in that revolution, ful- 
filling the promise that “the king- 
doms of this world shall become 
the kingdom of our Lord and his 
Christ,”” which, more than all 
things else, inspires the hope that 


the change will be effectual and 


glorious. In all the great rapid 
scenes of which this continent has 
for three centuries been the thea- 
tre, I cannot but view them as 
parts of one mighty, infinitely wise 
design. Throughout this vast and 
fertile hemisphere, capable of sus- 
taining many hundred millions of 
our species, the Governor of the 
world appears to be preparing the 
way for a new and happier organi- 


zation of civil society, as well as |, 


for a wider extension, and brighter 
triumphs of the kingdom of grace. 

In the great reforming work 
which God is carrying on among 
the nations at the South, we must 
not forget that he works by means, 
in the use of which for their good, 
I cannot but feel that the disciples 
of Christ in our country have hith- 
erto been too unfaithful. While 
their situation has arrested the at- 
tention of our politicians, and at- 
tracted the ships of our merchants 


GREENLAND=—MORAVIAN MISSIONS, 








285 


by hundreds to their ports, it has 
caused us as yet, to send them but 
few copies of the word of life, and 
to offer but few petitions to the 
God of armies in their behalf.— 
Often, when standing amidst the 
desolations of war, and listening to 
the sound of their destroying artil- 
lery, I have felt a sense of guilt for 
myself and ourchurches, that those 
nations, through their long strug- 
gle, have so seldom been remem- 
bered in our supplications, and are 
still so forgotten. They seem,—~E 
know not why—to have been over- 
looked. We hear petitions for 
Asia, Africa, and the islands of the 
sea; for Jews, Greeks, “the dwel- 
lers in Mesopotamia, and Judea;’’ 
but who prays for the millions of 
Spanish America in their critical 
situation? What minister does it 
in public, or what saint in private? 
Who prays that they may have the 
power of godliness, as well as its 
form, and come up to the help of 
the Lord, to the work of reclaiming 
the heathen world? 

Situated as that country is, with 
abused and mourning Africa on the 
one side, and the islands of the Pa- 
cific on the other, with their easy 
access to our north-western tribes, 
and to the coast of China, what im- 
portant helpers in the cause of mis- 
sions might they, with all their 
treasures, become, if imbued with 
the spirit of Brainerd and Martyn, 
or of Swartz and Van Ess. 

Let our supplications arise, that 
God will there turn and overturn, 
and bless this whole hemisphere, 
until it become not only the land 
of the free, and the asylum of the 
oppressed, but a habitation of righ- 
teousness, the joy and praise of the 
whole earth. J, C. BricHam. 

,——_—_— } 

GREENLAND. 
MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 
Fredericksthal. 

The station of Fredericksthal 
was formed in 1824. A few ex- 
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tracts from a letter of the Rev. 
John Conrad Kleinschmidt, a mis- 
sionary at this place, dated Oct. 


10, 1825, will show how, in tlhe | 


prosecution of missionary labours 
among a barbarous people and un- 
der inclement skies, encourage- 
ment is sometimes blended with 
great external trrats. 

“Fifty persons have returned 
hither from Litchtenau, and have 
been joined by about 200 heathen 
from this neighbourhvod, so that 
there are about 250 Greenlanders 
living here. They put up their 
winter dwellings on our land, and 
all express their earnest intention 
to turn to Jesus, and be converted. 
This is indeed a most ericouraging 
beginning, and our little chapel is 
already much too small. Fhough 
we thought, that new as this un- 
dertaking was, we should, for the 
first winter, have nothing to do, 
but, as it were, to remove stones 
and rubbish, and prepare for our 
work, it appeared, that the Holy 
Spirit had already wrought such 
conviction of the necessity of con- 
version in the hearts of the hea- 
then in these parts, that we could 
confidently believe, that the day of 
their visitation was come. On the 
19th of December, forty candidates 
were made partakers of holy bap- 
tism; and during the winter 
months, as the work of the Lord 
and his Spirit became more and 
more manifest and effective, many 
more were admitted to the same 
privilege. Since our arrival here, 
on the 27th of July, 1824, one hun- 
dred and four heathen have been 
baptized. 

“A great number of Greenland- 
ers have announced their intention 
of coming to live here next wiftter, 
and we shall thus have upwards of 
three hundred inhabitants in Fred- 
ericksthal. 

“To describe what our God and 
Saviour has done for us during this 
first year of our abode in this 
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| place, is beyond the power of 


words; we will rather fall at his 
feet adoring, and pray that out 
obedience and activity in his ser- 
vice may give praisé and glory to 
his name. : 

‘Should we speak of the trials 


' we have had to ericounter in exter- 


nals, our account of them would 


give but a faint idea of the reality; 
'but we may mention them to show 
_how our gracious God has sup- 
/ported us under them, and pre- 





served our souls stard upon him. 

“It was to’ be expected, that our 
dwetling ina poor damp hut, built 
of sods, could not but be prejudi- 
cial to our ktealth. This we have 
experienced, and all of us suffered 
more or less from illness, and of 
course my wife most of all. In 
May, she had so severe am attack 
of rheumatism for several days, 
that she was confined to her bed, 
and could not move a limb. It ap- 
peared, indeed, as if she would 
continue lame and contracted. f 
felt on my knees by her bedside, 
and cried fervently, and with many 
tears to the Lord, to grant her re- 
lief. He héard our prayers, and 
the day after, she was able to rise 
and go about her usual occupa- 
tions. 7 

“The weather being exceedingly 
cold and stormy, the cold penetra- 
ted our poor dwelling in such a 


| manner, that we could hardly bear 


it, trough we were well wrapped 
up in fur clothing. The storms 
were of the most violent kind, such 
as we hope are not to be experi- 
enced every winter in this wild re- 
gion, but rather extraordinary.— 
They made us tremble for the fate 
of our poor hut, which was often 
shaken by them. In the night of 
the 9th of December, a most furi- 
ous storm tore several planks from 
the roof, and carried them away 
into the sea. We'were exceeding- 
ly alarmed, and filled with most 
anxious apprehensions, that in the 











midst of a severe winter, our habi- 
tation and church might be totally 
demolished, and we ourselves left 
without a place of shelter, But 
our merciful heavenly Father gra- 
ciously preserved us and our dwel- 
ling from further harm. 

“Certainly, my dear brother, the 
external preservation and support 
of this missionary settlement will 
always depend entirely upon the 
mercy and wonder-working power 
and providence of God; and why 
should we not confidently expect 
it at his hands, when the whole 
aim and purpose of its establish- 
ment is the salvation of the souls of 
the poor heathen. In all difficul- 
ties which we may have to experi- 
ence, we shall remain resigned to 
his will, believe on, and confide in 
him; pray to him, and be thankful 
for all the mercies we experience, 
even in many trials from within 
and without.” 

The reader will be pleased with 
a characteristic description of the 
formation of this station from the 

en of the same missionary, and 
published, as was the letter, in the 
United Brethren’s Missionary In- 
telligencer for the third quarter 
of the present year. 

“On the 29th of July, 1824, we 
marked out a plot of ground for 
the erection of our tent. That we 
might have sufficient room to 
stand upright in it, we first raised 
a wall of stones and sods, after the 
Greenland fashion, and upon this 
rude basement, the tent was pro- 
perly secured. Its length is six- 
teen feet, and it consists of three 
divisions. The first is designed for 
brother Kleinschmidt and his wife; 
the second for the single brethren, 
Bauss and De Frics; the third for 
the Greenland sisters, who had 
rowed us hither from Lichtenau: 
for, in the first instance, we found 
it impossible to erect a separate 
tent for them, owing to the want 
of a sufficient number of seal skins. 
Vor, VIUII....,.No. 6.36, 
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In this. confined space we must 
therefore be, satisfied to dwell, till 
we are able to construct a tempo- 
rary Greenland house. In the 
evening of this day, we held our 
first meeting for devotion in the 
Greenland language in our tent, 
and felt sensibly that the Lord was 
present with his servants, accord- 
ing to his gracious promise. Nor 
did we fail, on each succeeding 
day, to meet for mutual edification, 
and to implore the blessing of that 
Almighty Saviour, who has sent 
us hither to do his work, and to 
call the heathen to the knowledge 
and enjoyment of his great salva- 
tion. The daily words and doc- 
trinal texts in use in the Brethren’s 
church were a particular encour- 
agement to us in our solitude, dur- 
ing which, and under the pressure 
of various difficulties, we had often 
occasion to cry out, ‘Lord increase 
our faith.’ , 
“On the 30th, we fixed upon the 
site of our temporary habitation, 
in the neighbourhood of which, 
our proper dwelling house, church, 
and store-house, are to be built.— 
The spot which we have chosen is 
somewhat elevated, and affords a 
good foundation of rock. The gar- 
den ground is at some little dis- 
tance, lower, and more humid, and 
is at present overgrown with an- 
gelica plants. It will be about 
thirty paces from the sea shore, 
and protected from the north wind, 
by the wall of our temporary 
Greenland house. A small rivulet, 
which meanders through this low- 
er ground, and which might be- 
come destructive by the melting of 
the winter snows, we have endea- 
voured to lead by another channel 
into the sea; at the same time, to 
make it supply a little pond near 
the garden. In both these opera- 
tions we succeeded, after much la- 
bour. Tothe North of our future 
dwelling house, at some distance, 
runs a considerable brook; its wa- 
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ters are full of salmon, and there 
is apparently no dangtr of inunda- 
tion. To this we have given the 
name of Koenigsbach (King’s- 
brook). The settlement itself will 
be called Fredericksthal, after our 
gracious monarch Frederick VI, 
king of Denmark, and from the 
circumstance of its being situated 
in the immediate vicinity of a lit- 
tle valley. This valley, as well as 
several others, lying to the North 
and South, is overgrown with 
brushwood; we need therefore not 
be very anxious about a supply of 
firewood. In regard to the needful 
preparations for building, we do 
not find things so convenient; ma- 
ny a rugged mass of stone must be 
removed, and many a hollow filled 
up, before we can lay the founda- 
tion of the settlement. We are 
not deterred from the prosecution 
of this work by its laboriousness, 
but a hindrance of a peculiarly an- 
noying nature opposes our pro- 
gress, and will continue to do so 
till the cold weather sets in. This 
arises from the myriads of musque- 
toes which swarm in Greenland in 
this season of the year. Inno part 
of our country are they more nu- 
merous or troublesome, than here; 
the air is absolutely peopled with 
them, and they follow us wherever 
we turn; their sting is very painful, 
and occasions a constant itching 
and swelling of the part affected. In 
short, they con$titute a plague, of 
which no one can form an adequate 
idea, who has not suffered from it. 
Even in our tent, we can only pro- 
tect ourselves from their attacks 
by a double curtain, which closes 
the entrance; and on their account, 
we find it necessary to shut up all 
the day long two milk goats, which 
we brought with us from Lichte- 
nau. We are the more surprised 
to find here such a multitude of 
these insects, because our place 
lies near the open sea. We are 


consequently led to suppose, that 








the excessively cold winds do not 
prevail in this district. Of this, 
indeed, we are assured by all the 
Greenlanders: and the quantity of 
angelica, which is found here, is, 
no doubt, an additional proof of 
the superior mildness of this cli- 
mate. . 

*31. We saw akayak approach- 
ing the coast. It belonged to the 
newly baptized Greenlander, CAris- 
tian Frederick, who had heard in 
Nennortalik of our arrival here.— 
He immediately proceeded East- 
ward, to convey to his family, and 
other Greenlanders, the joyful in- 
telligence. Three other boats, full 
of Greenlanders, followed in a 
short time. We hastened to the 
shore to meet them, and bade 
them welcome with much emotion 
of heart. Hereupon they exclaim- 
ed, ‘O how thankful ought we to 
be to you, for this proof of your 
great love tous! When we yes- 
terday heard of your arrival, we 
were so overjoyed, that we could 
not sleep in the night; our cager- 
ness to come to you was so great, 
that we could scarcely wait for the 
break of day.” These good people 
lost no time in erecting their tents, 
as near to ours as possible, and as- 
sured us, that our coming had been 
anxiously awaited by them ever 
since the summer commenced, and 
that they had but quite recently 
left this district, on their usual 
summer excursions. 

“The first week in August was 
occupied with the continuation of 
our preparations for building.— 
The salmon, taken out of the rivu- 
let, we found excellent food; but 
being in want of other kinds of 
provision, the two single brethren 
set out for Nennortalik, to secure 
a supply, but were driven back by 
the ice upon the coast. August 5th, 
two Greenlanders came from the 
Eastward; and on the 6th, two 
others from the Westward, on a 
visit to us. None of them had 
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previously heard of our arrival, 
which they promised to make 
known wherever they went. Ob- 
serving us carrying stones to the 
building place, they immediately 
put their hands to the work, say- 
ing, that though it was somewhat 
fatigueing, it was not the less 
agreeable to them.” 

On the 6th of August, the foun- 
dation stone of the temporary mis- 
sion house, was laid with customa- 
ry solemnities. 

“The 9th, was a joyful day to 
us all, six boats, full of Greenland- 
ers, arriving to visit us. 
contained a company of strange 
heathen, who, by their own ac- 
count, reside full three days’ jour- 
ney Eastward of Staatenhuk.— 
Though extremely ignorant, and 
altogether unacquainted with the 
object of our mission, they behav- 
ed in the most friendly manner to 
us, and expressed themselves high- 
ly pleased with their visit. We 
bought some seal skins from them, 
and invited them to repeat their 
visit in returning from Nennorta- 
lik. The people who came in the 
four next boats, expressed a great 
desire to remain with us; among 
them, were some newly baptized 
converts. Towards evening, we 
had at length the pleasure to see 
our worthy assistants, Shem and 
Nathanael, arrive. They had left 
Lichtenau together with us, a fort- 
night ago, but had been obliged, 
by circumstances, to part from 
our company. 

“On the 10th, another boat, full 
of heathen, arrived; so that we 
had now ten tents erected around 
us. It was equally gratifying and 
remarkable, that as often as a new 
company landed, and we inquired 
who they were, the answer was re- 
turned, ‘We belong to those who 
have come hither to be converted.’ 
When we afterwards visited them 
in their tents, it was truly affecting 
to listen to their expressions of 
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thankfulness, for our having at 
length come to reside among them. 
They repeatedly exclaimed, ‘O how 
thankful ought we to be to you, for 
this proof of your love.’ Indeed, 
they appeared quite to vie with 
each other, in their endeavours to 
convince us of the reality of their 
gratitude. The same day, our two 
boats returned with the brethren, 
Bauss and De Fries, from Nennor- 
talik. They had procured a quan- 
tity of building materials, and some 
needful articles of food, sufficient 
to place us above the fear of want, 
for some time tocome. Our stock 
of utensils, particularly those fot 
the table, is, however, as yet but 
meager, though sufficient for pil- 
grims like ourselves. 

“The arrival of such a number 
of Greenlanders had, by this time, 
rendered our little settlement very 
lively, and the meetings continued 
to be well attended by our visitors. 
Our tent being no longer capable 
of containing the number of hear- 
ers, we were obliged to hold divine 
service under the canopy of hea- 
ven. The missionary, who offici- 
ated, sat at the entrance of the 
tent, and the Greenlanders on the 
ground in the front of it; the men 
on the left, and the women on the 
right hand. 

“15. Two of our boats again re- 
turned in safety from Nennortalik, 
with a supply of timber and bricks. 
They likewise brought us news, 
that the European vessel was still 
detained on her voyage hither from 
the North, by the ice. On this 
part of the coast, the sea has been 
tolerably free from ice ever since 
the 9th instant; nor can we perceive 
any ice remaining in the direction 
of the Atlantic. 

“18. We spent a very uneasy 
night in our tent, a violent tempest 
from the South not permitting us 
to close oureyes in sleep. Late in 
the evening, our boat returned 
from Lichtenau, and brought us a 
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cargo of drift wood, for the roof || ceded, and taken their station near 
of our house; also, fifteen sacks of || the tent, when they follow and 


dried herrings. Our brethren and 
sisters in that settlement kindly 
sent us some loaves of bread, a 


most acceptable present, as we had || 


nearly consumed the last in our 
possession. Thus the Lord helps 
us on from day to day, and will not 
let us suffer any real want. We 
are now in hopes of being enabled 
to complete our first building, of 
which we are much in want; the 
approach of the cold weather re- 
minding us, how desirable it is, 
that we should soon leave our mi- 
serable tent, and get into a habita- 
ble dwelling. 

“To render our place more easy, 
of access to those Greenlanders, | 
who live on the other side of the 
rivulet, we constructed a tempora- 
ry wooden bridge over it, which 
will be a great convenience, espe- 


clally to the women and children. 
Among other presents from our 
brethren at Lichtenau, is an old 
French horn, which we intend to 
make use of, to call our people to 


church. Brother Bauss can play 
hymn tunes upon that instrument, 
and brother Kleinschmidt on the 
flute. We put our plan into exe- 
cution, for the first time, to day, 
and were much gratified to observe 
the eagerness with which our 
Greenlanders flocked to us, over 
the bridge. This being the anni- 
versary of the commencement of 
the first mission, undertaken by 
the Brethren’s Church, ninety-two 
years ago, a discourse was deliver- 
ed to our Greenlanders, from the 
peculiarly appropriate text of the 
day; during which, the utmost still- 
hess and attention prevailed. We 
cannot help being surprised at the 
decornm observed by our hearers, 
and that without any exhortation 
from us. As soon as the signal 
is given for the meeting, the men 
collect together at a little distance, 





and wait till the women have pre- 


range themselves on the opposite 
side. This sense of propriety is 


| something remarkable in heathen, 





otherwise so wild and untutored.— 
Nor ought their honesty to be 
passed by unnoticed. For since it 
is not possible forus, in our present 
way of living, to keep any thing 
locked up, we are obliged to leave 
our provisions, and a number of 
other articles, lying about the tent, 
and consequently much exposed; 
but we never have had occasion 
to suspect these good people of 
taking any thing, or even removing 
it from its place. Indeed, their 
love and regard for us are shown 
not merely negatively, or by words 
alone, but we have substantial 
proof of their friendly disposition, 
in the quantity of salmon, wood, 
and other articles, which they 
bring for us; all which they lay 
down before our tent, with the 
words, ‘This we bring for your 
use,’ and then go away without 
waiting for thanks or pay. This 
is quite contrary to the natural 
disposition of the Greenlanders, 
who generally look for an equiva- 
lent for any good office performed. 
Being sufficiently aware, that our 
present mode of living is very dif- 
ferent from that to which Europe- 
ans are accustomed, they not un- 
frequently look at us with evident 
feelings of compassion, and ex- 
claim, ‘Alas! poor people! You 
have it, indeed, very hard!” We 
always assure them, in answer, that 
we are perfectly satisfied, and hap- 
py to live here; and that we ac- 
count no trouble or inconvenience 
too severe, if we may be favoured 
to see many of them converted to 
the Lord.” —| Missionery Herald. 


Bishop Heber.—8,500 rupees have been 
subscribed at Calcutta towards erecting 
a monument in the Cathedral, to the me- 
mory of the late Bishop Heber. 
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DOMESTIC. 
We are happy to perceive that 
Bishop Chase, whose application 
in behalf of his Western Seminary 


we recently published, has already | 


obtained nearly three thousand 
dollars. 


DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 
SOCIETY. 
Alexandria, Jan. 9, 1827. 
Dear Sir: Since my last statement, I 
have received the following sums of mo- 
ney on account of the Education Society. 
From Rev. BE. C. M‘Guire, for Auxiliary 
Society of Fredericksburg, Va. $35. 
From Mrs. Virginia Slaughter, Cul- 
pepper county, Va. by Rev. Geo. 
A. Smith, - - - 40. 
From Rey. Horatio N. Gray, : 2. 
Yours respectfully, 
C. PAGE, Treasurer. 
The following sums have been received 
by the Rev. Mr. Henshaw for the Edu- 
cation Society. 
From the Female Auxiliary Education 
Society of Brooklyn, N. Y. $30. 
From the Episcopal Sewing Society 
of Baltimore, - - 150. 
—$100 of which is paid to constitute 


the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold a Pa- | 


tron and Director of the Society. 
— 


Society for the advancement of Christianity 
in Pennsylvania. 

This Society held its anniversa- 
ry on Saturdy evening last, in St. 
Stephen’s church. The Right Rev. 
Bishop White, President, took the 
chair at 7 o’clock, and opened the 
meeting with prayer. The Report 
of the doings of the Board of Trus- 
tees was then read by the Rev. 
James Montgomery, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. Tlie acceptance of 
the report was moved by the Rev. 
W Hz. De Lancey, who accompa- 
nied his motion with a speech, in 
which he adduced some highly in- 
teresting facts, showing the great 
utility of this Society to be proved 
by its beneficial results, several 


congregations having been gather- | 


‘benevolent exertions. 
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ed, and churches built through its 
Bishop He-: 


ber’s beautiful missionary hymn 
was then sung by the choir, and 
the congregation dismissed. After 
which the annual election of Trus- 
tees, Secretaries, and Treasurer, 
took place.—[ Church Register, 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 


This Report, the publication of 
which has been retarded by cir- 
cumstances not foreseen, is now 
published, and copies of it forward- 
ed by the Secretary, to the Clergy 
of the church, as directed by a re- 
solution of the society at its trien- 
nial meeting. Many will, doubt- 
less, feel disappointed at perceiv- 
ing its slender details of duty per- 
formed; but this disappointment 
should not operate towards the 
Board of Directors, or their Exe- 
cutive Committee. They have 
done what they could, and most 
gladly, we can safely say, would 
they have laboured much more a- 
bundantly, had the means of doing 
so, been vouchsafed to them. 

It appears by this Report, that 
the society has had in its employ 
during the last three years but five 
missionaries. Of these, the Rev. 
M. J. Motte was engaged as mis- 
sionary to St. Augustine, in 1823, 
but before the end of a year relin- 
quished the station, in despair of 
producing any beneficial result 
from his labours. The Rev. H. H. 
Pfeiffer was engaged about a year 
in Indiana, but in consequence (we 
believe) of bad health, was not able 
to employ himself actively, and 
finally returned to Pennsylvania.— 
The Rev. Thomas Horrell was en- 
gaged in Missouri, in 1823, and is 
still there very usefully employed. 
The Rev. R. F. Cadle was appoint- 
ed missionary to Detroit early in 
1824, and is still officiating to a 
respectable congregation in that 
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place, and to the Episcopalians of 
the region round about. The Rev. 
Norman Nash was engaged to 
visit Green Bay, in the N. W. ter- 
ritory, for the purpose of establish- 
ing a permanent mission among 
the Indians in that vicinity. There 
does not appear to have been, as 
yet, any important effect from this 
mission, but this appears to be 
owing to the novelty of the plan, 
and the want of experience in 
those engaged init. Steps are now 
taking to renew the mission in a 
stable manner. With this view 
Mr. Nash will visit some of the 
Eastern States in the course of the 
present winter, and endeavour to 
procure the necessary funds for 
the purpose—the Society, at pre- 
sent, not being in possession of 
funds to enable them to act with 
vigour. 

Some appropriations of money 
have been mace to the dioceses of 
Delaware, Georgia and Ohio.— 
From the returns made from the 
first two, the appropriations ap- 
pear to have been expended to 


great advantage. 


The Society has about thirty 
auxiliaries, several of which have 
been added within the last year or 
two. 

The amount of the permanent 
fund, at present, is $2246.92. This 
is invested in six per cent. govern- 
ment stock of 1813. 

We wish most earnestly to see a 
vigorous effort made by the clergy, 
and members of our church gener- 
ally, to place this society in a 
state for efficient operations. As 
yet, it has no other claim to be 
considered a general society, than 
that it was instituted by the Gen- 
eral Convention. Some dioceses, 
we believe, have not yet paid a 
Single cent into its funds. From 
several others, no aid has been de- 
rived, except through the liberal- 
ity of some few individuals. Of 
the forty-four Patrons, made such 








by the contribution of $50 at one 
time, twenty belong to the diocess 
of Pennsylvania. Of the ¢wenty- 
two life subscribers by the contri- 
bution of $30 at one time, eleven 
belong to the same diocess. And 
of the eighty or ninety annual sub- 
scribers at $3 each, upwards of 
seventy belong to the same diocess. 
True, it is not by these alone that 
the society is sustained. The 
auxiliary societies are scattered 
through many states. From some 
of them, however, no reports have 
been received for the last two or 
three years, and others have never 
reported at all. In several dioces- 
es, some of them too among the 
largest, there is not a single aux- 
iliary society. Very few congre- 
gational collections have been 
made in any. Itis painful to us 
to be obliged to make sucla state- 
ment as this, but we must even 
add to it, that its earliest and faith- 
ful friends must at last tire of ef- 
forts so feebly encouraged and sup- 
ported, especially when it is_re- 
proachfully told of them, that they 
have done nething, while the meane 
being withheld from them, their 
power to do was as nothing. Shall 
we always be compelled to bear the 
taunt that we are the last to take 
up. our march in the cause of be- 
nevolence, and that we can bear 
the goad as patiently asthe dull ox, 
and as immoveably? 

The following resolutions were 
passed at the late triennial meeting 
of the Society, and we hope may lead 
to some powerful and persevering 
efforts in behalf of the Society. 


“1, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to evrey clergyman of this church, on the 
last Sunday in December of the present 
year, or on some other Sunday, soon af- 
ter the adjournment of the General Con- 
vention, to preach in their respective 
churches, a sermon, setting forth the 
claims of this society on the patronage of 
Episcopalians, to be followed by a col- 
lection, in aid of the funds of this society; 
and that the amount of the said collec- 
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tion be forthwith transmitted to the 
Treasurer of the Society. 

“2. Resolved, That every clergyman 
of this church be requested, whenever 
the circumstances of his parish will allow 
of it, to use his exertions in forming so- 
cieties auxiliary to the Domestic and Fo- 
reign Missionary Society of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church.” —[J6. 


MISSIONS. 


We are glad to perceive, by the 
last Churchman’s Magazine, that 
our brethren in Connecticut, are 
really exerting themselves in the 
cause of the Missionary Society. 
The last numbers of that’ work 
show that there is a spirit now 
stirring within the bosom of the 
Church in that state, which will 
help to the accomplishment of ef- 
forts worthy of our Church. It 
seems, however, that an individual 
has been recently in that state as 
an agent of a society of another 
denomination, who has made some 
unpalatable declarations regarding 
the disposition of our Church for 
Missions. She has done nothing, 
it was said, for the missionary 
cause. We must bear the reproach. 
We have as yet done little or no- 
thing. We have never doubted 
the fact, which now appears in 
print, that large sums have been 
contributed by Episcopalians, to 
the American Board for Foreign 
Missions, while they have never 
had in their employ a single Epis- 
copal Missionary. Inone instance 
at least, application was made to 
them by an Episcopal Clergyman, 
to be sent to the shores of the Me- 
diterranean in their employ; but 
for some reason, not having refer- 
ence to the individual, who we 
have understood, possesses some 
peculiar qualities for the station, 
his application was finally declin- 
ed. The same individual is still 
desirous to go as missionary tothe 
same country, and for some years 
has been giving his savings to the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 





MISSIONS. 
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Society, as the foundation of a fund 
for the support of a mission to the 
Holy Land. Hecannot go, for the 
Society have not the means of 
sending him, and he does not pos- 
sess the means himself. And the 
very means which should have 
been placed with the Society, have 
been given to others, to do what 
she was ready to have done. The 
children’s meat has been given to 
those of another household. Yet 
the church has done nothing for 
the cause of missions! The very 
agent of others, who is gathering 
up in our own household the offer- 
ings of the wealthy and the widow’s 
mite, tells us in the words of Pha- 
raoh to the hapless Israelites, ye 
are idle, ye are idle, because bricks 
could not be made without straw. 
But, seriously, we believe that 
there is abroad in our Church a 
deep, serious, and as it will, we 
trust, ere long prove, a powerful, 
and abiding spirit of compassion 
for the miserable heathen, living 
without God in the world—for the 
not less miserable, (we might per- 
haps have said, more miserable,) 
and desolate Christian, dwelling 
afar from Christian ordinances, the 
preached gospel, the house of God, 
and the songs and praises of his 
children. <A spirit, which will not 
waste itself in the mere utterings 
of pity and superficial regrets, but 
which shall pour from its open 
hand the free and abundant offer- 
ings which the love of Christ shall 
prompt, and love for those for 
whom Christ died, shall ask. Into 
our Western wilderness—now a 
spiritual desolation, our society is 
ready to send missionaries, but 
she wants for this service, apos- 
tolical men, who can endure hard- 
ships as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
and she wants the means to fur- 
nish them at least with scrip and 
staff. She sees many fields white 
unto the harvest, and gladly would 
she send reapers to gather it in. 
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The Board of Directors have de- 
termined to send missionaries to 
South America as soon as their 
funds will admit, and suitable mis- 
sionaries can be provided. On this 
last point there would, we believe 
be but little difficulty; and for the 
other,—would that their coffers 
were full to overflowing! They 
have determined to send a mission- 
ary to Liberia, and for this pur- 
pose the society has funds, which 
having been appropriated to this 
mission by the donors have been 
upon her hands for want of a mis- 
sionary; the fate of Bacon and An- 
drus, martyrs of our church in that 
life-wasting climate having proba- 
bly deterred others from the sac- 
rifice. A mission has been com- 
menced at Green Bay, in Michigan, 
but for want of funds it cannot be 
pursued with vigor, and nothing 
has as yet been effected. Ourchurch 
can do much in the cause of mis- 
sions. She is herself the child of 
missions. She has not yet arrived 
at maturity. She has not yet ac- 
quired the wealth and strength 
which belong to those who have 
recently laboured so earnestly in 
the cause. But yet in almost every 
diocess are funds raised and mis- 
sionaries sent forth to follow the 
rolling tide of population, and re- 
mind the busy emigrant as he toils 
onward for his worldly good, that 
there is a home provided for him, 
a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. Many a spire, 
pointing through thick and almost 
impenetrable woods to Heaven, 
shows that the missionary’s toils 
and the gifts of Christian charity 
were not without effect. Many a 
pious soul, as it winged its way to 
heaven, told of that love which 
sent the missionary with the glad 


tidings of salvation to those who 


were remote, friendless, and deso- 


late. : 
Still,—the confession is painful, 


but it must be made,—-the Church 


ORDINATION.—-OBITUARY OF REY. J. DODDRIDGE. 
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has done but little for the cause of 
missions. Six years has the Do- 


mestic and Foreign Missionary 


Society been in existence, and she 
has as yet barely entered upon the 
field of labour. She has been the 
instrument of some good, but in a 
most humble, lowly way;, and not 
enough, in any sense, to redeem 
her name. It rests with the mem- 
bers of our church to say whether 
this Society shall be, what she 
claims to be, their instrument for 
assisting in the promulgation of 
the gospel; or whether, bearing a 
pretending but empty and valueless 
name, she shall prove every thing 
but a blessing to the church which 
has set her forth to bear reproach 
and be the object upon which oth- 
ers may pour their derision.—{ Zé, 
= 
ORDINATION. 

On Sunday, Nov. 12th, at Phila- 
delphia, the Right Rev. Bp. White 
admitted the Rev. David C. Page, 
deacon, to the holy order of priests. 

———>>——__ 
OBITUARY. 

Rev. Joserpx Dopprincer, M. D. 
a presbyter of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the western part 
of Virginia, and in Ohio, died at 
Wellsburgh, Va. on the 8th of No- 
vember, in the 58th year of his age. 
This gentleman was among the 
first Clergymen of the Church, who 
settled in the western States. He 
was instrumental in keeping alive 
several parishes in Virginia and 
Ohio, which by his death must be 
left destitute. There are few la- 
bourers in that wide extended and 
interesting part of our Master’s 
vineyard. This is the second 
death which has occurred among 
the small number of Clergy in 
Ohio, within a few months.— 
Where there are So few, the loss of 
one must be deeply felt. We ear- 
nestly hope that many may be in- 
duced to go into that interesting 
field of usefulness.—[Ch.’s Mag. 








